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RIGHT VIEWS OF MISSIONARY WORK. 
BY REV. W. WARD, ASSAM. 

Retrograde movements in missions are detrimental in practice, and still more 
dangerous in principle. When we begin to retrograde, where are we to stop ? 
There is a latent element of impatience and unbelief in such movements at variance 
with the very principles of Christianity. We cannot retrograde in this work. Do 
we believe that the knowledge of the Lord is to cover the earth as the waters cover 
the sea? Then surely Assam and the mountain tribes, north, east and south of us, 
are to be converted to God. If I did not believe this, I would not be here, almost 
breaking my heart hoping against hope, an exile from my children and my native 
land. ‘To renounce the lofty pretensions and principles of an aggressive Christianity 
with me would be to cast away everything, and to enter upon a course of retrograde 
which would find no limit but in downright atheism. “Ye believe in God, believe 
also in me.”’ 

Christianity entire, unmutilated, aggressive and ultimately triumphant and uni- 
versal, or no God. I think that as Christians we are not quite prepared to give up 
all just now. It is not a small thing that, whatever may be said derogatory of the 
triumphs of Christianity hitherto, there is not under the whole heaven a power wor- 
thy the name, where Christ is not acknowledged. The mountain of the Lord’s house 
is already exalted above the mountains; why, then, shall not all nations, in due 
time, flow unto it? What is there in these effete systems but their very inertness 
and deadness, that presents the great obstacle to the success of missions? But this 
deadness cannot be forever. ‘The great progress of material, commercial and scien- 
tific enterprise, penetrating to the uttermost parts of the earth, must inevitably break 
up this ancient order of things, and shatter in pieces every system in which there is 
no life. The light of life, everywhere present, streams in at each rift that opens; 
and when ali is broken, “God’s expansion” shall flood them with heavenly day. 
The cry—“Let us alone, what have we to do with thee,”—is only the impoteht ery 
of the foul spirit of idolatry and superstition; but it cannot and will not be “let 
alone ;” and when, in the fullness of time, the Holy One of God shall utter his man- 
date, “I command thee, come out of them and enter no more into them,” O, then it 
will be blessed to look down from the heavenly heights and see the nations “sitting, 
clothed and in their right minds,” all knowing the Lord from the least to the greatest. 

There is an impatience for immediate and manifest results, very plausible to men 
of worldly views, but quite unworthy of Christians, and that needs to be better in- 
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structed. An undue value is set upon the labor and means hitherto expended in 
Indian Missions, and quite too low an estimate of wi.at is requisite to ultimate suc- 
cess. Those who think that far more impression ought to have been made upon the 
systems of heathenism during the half century of the missionary enterprise are 
guilty of a grave and serious error. It is, indeed, but the thin end of the wedge 
that has as yet found entrance; and very thin it is. But considering the long fight 
and struggle and labor of all the past, as well as the patient teaching by which 
Christianity has reached its present position in the world,—reflecting, moreover, that 
ten thousand times ten thousand voices are constantly lifted up to sustain the reli- 
gious life in Christian lands, we cannot but feel that the demands upon missions for 
large and immediate results, is unreasonable, and out of all proportion to the general 
results of labor and means elsewhere and at other times employed. 

We cannot do better, both as missionaries on the field and as Christians every- 
where, than to settle it in our hearts that all honest labor and expenditure on our 
part will not fail to receive their due recognition and consideration, when the great 
general balance of labor and results shall be struck. The first drops of the shower, 
lost upon the parched sand of the river’s bed, will be as surely counted in as those 
that ride upon the crested flood, when the rivers of God shall overflow all their 
banks. We have no business to stop and begin to calculate the costs and results of 
missions now ; though even this might be allowed, if fairly compared with the un- 
limited expenditure of wealth and labor in matters that pertain only to this life. If 
much labor and money have been apparently wasted in missions, surely it would not 


have been saved by consuming it upon earthly lusts and the vanities of the world. 
Sibsagor, Dec. 9, 1866. 


BURMAH. 


MAULMAIN BURMAN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. HASWELL. 
Another Sheaf Gathered. 
Maulmain, Dec., 1866.—A few years 


asked him if he worshipped idols. “Why 
should I worship earth and wood ?” was 
his reply. The utter contempt for idols 
conveyed in his tone of voice cannot be 
put on paper. He was afterwards baptized 


since, incompany with two native preach- 
ers, I went to the village of Pay-er-kut- 
tur, about twenty miles north of Maul- 
main, to preach. On our arrival we 
found that the priests of the village were 
absent ; and, as there was no other place 
in which we could find shelter, I asked 
permission to stay in the monastery. An 
old man in charge said, “Why do you not 
go to Jesus Christ’s house ?” I told him 
Jesus Christ had no house in Pay-er-kut- 
tur. He replied, “Yes, He has; Jesus 
Christ lives over there in that garden.” 
I knew he meant that a disciple of Christ 
lived there ; and, as there were no Chris- 
tians in the village, I felt a desire to see 
the man who was called by the name of 
my Master. Soon as the heat of the day 
was spent, went to the garden and 
found an old man, with whom I entered 
into conversation, and after a little time 


by my son, and proved a firm Christian, 

A few months since word came that 
the good old man was ill. The native 
preachers visited him several times and 
found him firm in faith. At length word 
came that he was dead, and I went with 
a good number of Christians to bury him. 
We were cordially received by the rela- 
tives and friends. A large number of 
the villagers followed him to the grave, 
and listened to the services with appar- 
ent interest. 

After we had buried him, I spoke of 
his faith in Christ. “Yes,” said one of 
his relatives, “he believed with all his 
heart.” ‘This testimony I believe was 
true. Oo Hlau never seemed to waver. 
I feel that I have lost a friend; but an- 
other from heathen ranks has been wash- 
ed and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb. “Glory to God in the highest!” 
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Fruit of a Mission School. 

10.—“In the morning sow thy seed 
and in the evening withhold not thy 
hand, for thou knowest not whether shall 
prosper, either this or that, or whether 
they both shall be alike good.” A few 
months since a stranger came to the Bur- 
man chapel in Maulmain and appeared 
to join heartily in the worship of God. 
On inquiry, be told us that when a boy 
he attended a little vernacular mission 
school we had in Mosoon, in the south 
part of Maulmain; that after he left 
school he went to reside at Natmau, 
about ten miles from Maulmain, and 
married there. His wife was taken ill 
and died, and now he had returned to 
town to reside, and wished to be baptiz- 
ed. He told us he had never worshipped 
idols since he attended the school, and 
that his wife, previous to her death, had 
also given up idol worship. He was bap- 
tized a few weeks since, and appears to 
be a sincere believer in Christ. 

Several thousand in Maulmain and 
Amherst have had the same religious ad- 
vantages in our schools as this man, 
Moung Bah, had. How many will be 
found at the right hand in the last day, 
God only knows; but He says to us, “Be 
not weary in well doing.” “My word 
shall not return unto me void.” “Be not 
faithless, but believing.” 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. ROSE. 
Tour to the North. 

Rangoon, Dec. 8, 1866.—I have just 
returned from a short trip of twenty-five 
days to the north. I spent one Sabbath 
at Taultet, half way to Thongzai, and 
called at a number of the larger villages 
on the way up the Hlaing. 


Danger of Delay. 
At the village of Hlaing there is one 
disciple. His wife had heard much of 


Christ, and was, I am sure, convinced of 
the folly of idol-worship, and had given 
it up. Twice within the last year, I re- 
member to have spoken plainly to her 
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about her soul and the one only Saviour. 
Her reply was, “When the mamma re- 
turns, I am going to worship God.” This 
poor woman died a few days before we 
arrived, and we have reason to fear with- 
out Christ. Her illness was short. Her 
husband was in the city on business ; they 
sent for him, but he had gone home by 
another way and lingered on business. 
He had not heard of his wife’s illness. 
Just at the end of his village he passed a 
new coffin containing a corpse, and won- 
dered whose it could be, but did not 
think it might be his wife’s. He soon 
came to his house, and the crowd of peo- 
ple there flashed the truth upon his mind 
that it must be one of his own family— 
his wife. 
Funeral Customs. 

The corpse is often put into a sort of 
coflin, made by digging out a log like a 
trough, and fastened by a plank, and 
made tight by pitch; and thus the body 
is kept for weeks or months before burn- 
ing. In this case the numerous heathen 
relatives and friends wanted a heathen 
funeral. The husband could not join in 
a heathen funeral, but he said he would 
not quarrel about the dead body of bis 
poor wife. 

We preached to the people about two 
hours, and it seemed evident that a good 
many felt that it would not of any good 
to the dead or to the living to have a 
feast over the corpse of thedead. These 
funeral feasts are a heavy tax. They us- 
ually continue three or four days and 
nights, and often eight or ten days. A 
band of music is kept in attendance ; if 
the village is not very large, near'y all 
the village people are expected to do but 
little else than attend the feast. The ex 
pense is great, to feed all the people and 
procure presents for the priests. 

Visit to Thongzai—Baptisms. 

I left home with the intention of spend- 
ing a week or more in the village of 
Thongzai, to visit all the Christians and 
those called inquirers, with the hope of 
encouraging and strengthening the Chris- 
tians, and reviving a deeper interest in the 
cburch, and pressing home the truth to 
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the hearts of those who have heard for 
years, but are yet procrastinating. I spent 
ten days (two of them Sabbaths) in 
Thongzai. We spent six days visiting 
the villages east and west of the chapel, 
villages on both sides of the stream, seek- 
ing specially those whocall themselves in- 
quirers and who have heard much ; but 
many others would gather around to lis- 
ten. I hope good will be the result. I 
baptized one in Thongzai and two at Ka- 
yah Bya, a little below Tsaunway. An- 
other wanted to be baptized at Thongzai, 
but his wife opposed it so strongly that he 
deferred it. The last Sabbath in Thong- 
zai I administered the Lord’s Supper. 
Only about thirty members were pres- 
ent; some were too far to come, some 


were sick. 


HENTHADA MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. THOMAS. 
Former Field Revisited. 

Henthada, Dec. 18, 1866.—Since the 
3d inst. I have been on a tour of about 
two weeks to the north-western portion 
of this province. The plaze visited in 
this trip, most distant from Henthada 
city, cannot be less than thirty miles 
away, which distance took me quite 
among the smaller hills of the western 
Yoma mountains. 

Ihave hardly made a missionary tour 
in Burmah more replete with interest 
than this has been. I went over this 
same ground, or nearly all of it, just 
twelve years ago, in company with Mrs. 
Thomas. Al!l was then new,—the scenes, 
the people, and our work in these parts. 
Yes, all was then one cheerless region of 
heathen darkness; cheerless only as it 
was lighted up by faith and hope. No, 
I am not quite correct. We did find one 
Burman Christian, Oung Bau, who crept 
into our tent and told us, tremblingly 
and in a whisper, for fear of his country- 
men, that he was a Christian, and had 
been for thirty years. That one confes- 
sion, and our confidence that God would 
elect from these multitudes a people for 
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his own praise, sustained us. Thanks be 
to God for those blessings. Missionaries 
do not always have even as much as we 
had to cheer them. 

Now, even alter twelve years of prayer 
and labor, all is not “light in the Lord.” 
Heathen darkness is the rule, rather than 
the exception, even now. Yet there are 
now, by the grace of God, green spots 
in these heathen wastes, “gardens of 
grace enclosed.” 


Travelling and Preaching. 


At Krukatoo, seven miles from this 
city, nearly a hundred have, from the 
first, been baptized, though now nearly 
half of them have removed to other 
places, or gone to try the realities of 
eternity. This time 1 only baptized one 
convert there. I found a want of vigor 
and union in this church, which ren- 
dered a visit there very important. I 
am happy to say that the teacher in 
Krukatoo, Bau Yu-pau, can now get on 
without the aid so long sent to him by 
the ladies in Gloversville, N. Y. I have 
already, even without their knowledge, 
gives a part of their contribution for this 
year to another man in a “region be- 
yond.” 

To Kyai-pee, from Krukatoo, the dis- 
tance is almost ten miles. But we saw 
Karens along our way, and preached to 
them Jesus. ‘They seemed more inclined 
to listen than I have found them in years 
past. O that God would “draw them,” 
and then they will come to Christ ! 

The church in Kyai-pee do not all live 
in one village. Though a distance of 
five miles separates them, they love each 
other; they are a live church. They all 
willingly left their harvesting and crowd- 
ed into the house of their teacher,—their 
chapel for the present,—to engage in the 
worship of God, and to participate in his 
ordinances. Seven very interesting con- 
verts were baptized, the Lord’s Supper 
celebrated, and heathen visited in this 
place. I left, feeling that in two days’ 
time I could do nothing more for that 
place. 
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The Missionary’s Reward. 


From Kyai-pee we went on slowly, 
preaching as we went, and arrived at 
Opogong about the middle of Saturday 
afternoon. This place is a part of Opo, 
of which I have frequently written in 
years past. It is one of our most popu- 
lous regions of Karens. I have often 
thought I could almost adopt the lan- 
guage of old Simeon, and feel ready to 
depart if my eyes could see God’s salva- 
tion there. I came here with feelings I 
cannot describe. I had for more than a 
year known of at least one true believer 
in Opo. She is a youngish woman, whom 
God has led to Christ by affliction. She 
was a very pretty young girl, twelve 
years ago, when I came to this place,— 
the daughter of the head man of the 
place in whose house we put up. She 
afterwards married. She has had four 
children, all of whom she has buried in 
a heathen manner. With a soul burst- 
ing with grief she met the preacher from 
Kyai-pee. ‘The meeting was timely. She 
listened,—she gave her soul to Christ. 
Look now upon that countenance. You 
still see the traces of grief, and you see, 
mingled with all, signs of a hope beyond 
the grave. On arriving and speaking 
with her, I remarked, “There will be 
some here to be baptized, I hope.” Said 
she, “I do not know about the others, but 
I must be baptized.” It is scenes like 
these which I witnessed in Opogong 
that most richly repay the missionary for 
all his privations. You see a little com- 
pany with the missionary, say twelve in 
all, starting off to the near forest, arriving 
beside a beautiful lake, apparently made 
on purpose for the occasion. There the 
praises of God are sung, and five con- 
verts from a great heathen population 
are baptized. At evening you see the 
missionary “sitting down with the 
twelve,” six of whom form the first 
church in Opo,—a church, “the pillar 
and ground of the truth.” 


Another Nucleus. 


We took an early start on Monday, 
and spent the forenoon in the Opo plain, 
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where we had much talk with some who 
were anxious to be called our disciples. 
But we failed to see any indication of 
the Spirit’s work in their hearts. In the 
afternoon we left that large plain, and 
pushing our way through elephant grass, 
and crossing muddy streams, we arrived, 
near night, in a place not far from the 
Irrawadi river, Thai-kai-ken. The place 
reminded me of Tavoy, where, after 
struggling half a day up streams and 
mountains, you come not toa city, nor 
to a village, but to one, two, or at most 
three, dilapidated houses. Here we found 
a region of scattered houses among in- 
differently cultivated gardens of oil-seed 
and cotton, sugar-cane and tobacco. But 
the work of God's Spirit is most evident. 
One from here was baptized in Henthada 
last year, and now, from a larger number 
of candidates, five were baptized. These, 
with the preacher and his wife, eight in 
all, form the first church also in this wild 
place. It has seldom been my privilege 
to preach in a place where preaching 
seemed so much like preaching as in this 
place. Here were the new converts, in- 
quirers, and a larger number of heathen 
came, sat down with us, and listened, as 
if these things were really so. O now if 
God would grant his power ! 
The preacher here, Yab-way, is the 
man who now receives a part of the 
money sent by our good friends in Glov- 
ersville, N. Y. Let them pray for him. 


Hearts Opened by the Spirit. 


The journey out of the woods seemed 
indeed a little shorter than when going 
in; butit is a long, wearisome road. On 
reaching the edge of the woods, a rice 
plain was the first thing to cheer us. 1 
was too weary to proceed, and so called 
ata Karen house, when I hardly felt able 
to overcome their wildness enough to do 
them any good. But I found there was 
no wildness; the mother of the house 
told me that her friends had just become 
disciples, and that she wanted to be one ; 
that the teacher, Yah-way, had been to 
her house, and she hoped to see him 
again. She spread me a mat, on which 
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I lay while I talked of Jesus to her and 
ethers. I believe God’s Spirit has touch- 
ed their hearts. Hence for a time I for- 
got my weariness ; but on passing a large 
Karen village, whose inhabitants have 
no ears for the gospel, I refused to stop 
to be looked at, as some asked me to do. 

Kyung-gong. Here our Association is 
to be this year. It is among the Yoma 
hills. Here we were received with great 
cordiality. But I had preached so much 
during the past two days, that I could 
not address the people; one of the 
preachers who went to help me preach- 
ed. Here we made our homes or head- 
quarters for two days. One day I spent 
at Too-mah, where there is a church of 
twenty members. Here, for a rarity, we 
have an excess of preachers. One un- 
derstands James 3:1 in such a place. 
Two men want to be at the head of the 
church, while neither is fit for the place. 
Here one man of good education, whom 
all would respect, would be a great bless- 
ing. May God send him. Preached on 
love. Tried my best to unite the members. 
Of course none were baptized in Too- 
mah. But we had the communion. 

Again we returned to Kyung-gong. I 
went near evening to visit the young con- 
verts, most of whom were from Opo. To 
my surprise I found five houses whose in- 
habitants profess to be Christians. Yes, 
1 must say I was more than surprised, I 
was excited, too much to sleep well dur- 
ing the night. 


Cheering Baptism. 


In the morning it was decided that we 
all go to the houses of the unbaptized 
disciples ; I do not say, young converts, 
for most of them had been Christians for 
three years. We went to them “because 
there was much water there,” they liv- 
ing upon the bank of a large lake. There 
we found a place fitted up to meet in. 
The place was a cattle-shed, not perhaps 
very unlike that in which the Son of God 
was born. But I dare say our shed was 
better fitted than that one for Joseph and 
Mary ; for rice straw and mats were spread 
down for the people. A rice mortar, with 
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a board upon the top, was my pulpit. If 
one could not preach there, he would 
fail to preach anywhere. There were 
twenty converts, a larger number of 
Christians, several preachers, and one 
middle-aged Karen woman, who, as I be- 
gan to speak from Mark 16: 16, arose to 
go, when I stopped and said, “O aunt, do 
stop and hear, just this once.” She did 
so, sat down, and really listened until we 
began to examine the candidates for bap- 
tism. Other heathen Karens were look- 
ing through the open mats of the houses, 
hearing about whom we must believe and 
how we are to acknowledge Him in or- 
der to be saved. Thirteen were selected 
for the ordinance of baptism. The 
preachers had talked the matter over 
with them, and written down carefully 
the names of those worthy to be baptiz- 
ed. So the work of getting from them 
their experience was less than usual. 
The translation of the old hymn, 
“Salem’s bright king, Jesus by name,” 

was sung by joyful tongues; its melody 
sounded out from the base of the Yoma 
mountains, over those still waters, quite 
as cheeringly as in any New England vil- 
lage. 

“Thou wilt arise and have mercy upon 
Zion.” O that the “set time” were fully 
“come.” 


TOUNGOO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BUNKER. 
Journey to Rangoon. 

Toungoo, Nov. 27, 1866.—As you are 
not here to travel with us to the Conven- 
tion in Rangoon this year, I will do my 
best to enable you to share the journey 
with usin spirit. I will leave an account 
of the Convention to other pens, and 
simply note some of the minor incidents 
of the journey and the meeting as they 
present themselves to the eyes of a new 
comer. 

Our boat, in which we are to live for 
several weeks, is all ready, and witha 
hasty good bye to those we leave behind, 
we get into our “box,” which must serve 
us for sitting-room, sleeping-room and 
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dining-room while we journey. The 
boatmen push off, and the rapid current 
takes us quickly away. 


Visit to Shwaygyeen. 

At about nine o'clock Saturday even- 
ing we reached Shwaygyeen, and im- 
mediately prepared to surprise br. Har- 
ris, who lives some distance out of the 
town, at his house. Our walk through 
the city was one of interest. It was full 
moon, and on every hand were groups of 
natives in conversation orin trade. The 
trading stands are set up in the road or 
by its side, and they offer for sale various 
kinds of fruits, cigars, corn,—which is 
chewed by the people, and is, I think, 
quite as disgusting a habit as tobacco- 
chewing in America,—and various other 
little articles. We see no hurrying home 
to prepare for the Sabbath. To-morrow 
there will be just as many stands as to- 
night, and quite as much noise and con- 
fusion. In all this city I understand 
that there is but one baptized Burman. 
How very sad! Yet there is no white 
Burmese missionary in all this valley 
where the villages are numbered by 
scores, and the people by thousands and 
tens of thousands. 

We surprised br. Harris at his house» 
and of course met with a most hearty 
welcome. There is something in the 
meeting of the brethren here which is 
not felt at home. Separated for months, 
especially when alone, as is br. H., when 
they meet, hand-shaking is no form to 
go through, because it is customary to do 


Idolatry in Shwaygyeen. 

On the following morning we walked 
out to the pagodas of this place. Idola- 
try has taken a new start here, and a 
large number of idols are being built, in 
addition to those formerly placed here. 
One group represents Gaudama in re- 
flection, with a large number of atten- 
dants bowing down to him. They have 
been adding to this group recently ; and, 
even while we stood looking on, a Bur- 
man mason was fashioning with his hands 
a mass of brick and mortar into a god 
for himself. One can scarcely realize 
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the sadness of such a scene till he meets 
it face to face. The soul of br. H. waxed 
hot as he looked on, and for half an hour 
he did mighty battle for Jesus and the 
truth. 

These idolaters are very easily con- 
vinced of their folly in worshipping im- 
ages, and even laugh at its absurdity, 
when pointed out to them, but turn the 
truth away by saying, “We must do as 
our fathers have done.” 

About this place are many groups of 
idols, illustrating scenes in Gaudama’s 
life. One scene represents him preach- 
ing his doctrine of Nigban, in which act 
he is extending his hand and pointing 
with his finger in explanation. This fin- 
ger readily yielded to a little pressure 
and dropped off. But though a senseless 
lump of mortar with his finger gone, the 
next Burman that comes along will pros- 
trate himself and pray just as devoutly 
as if his God had a whole finger and 
could see. 

As we walked about the large pagoda, 
we came to a gigantic and disgusting idol, 
apparently a favorite among the worship- 
pers. Before this we discovered one of 
our boatmen most diligently muttering 
his prayers. It was but a short time be- 
fore that he had yielded ready assent to 
the emptiness and vanity of idol worship- 
However, as he saw us looking at him, he 
thought it best to cut short his devotions. 
In our return along the bank of the river 
we saw a number of Karens floating down 

the river on rafts, bearing tinsel orna- 
ments, as offerings to be made to Gauda- 
ma on the coming day of worship. This 
seemed very sad, for we hope better 
things of the Karens; yet there are 
many Karens in this district who have 
embraced Buddhism, and are on this ac- 
count as hard to reach as the Burmans 
themselves. Idolatry seems to have 
chains of a strength peculiar to them- 
selves. It certainly is most soul-destroy- 
ing and debasing. 
Christian Worship in Shwaygyeen. 

How marked the contrast between 
these scenes and when, a short time af- 

ter, we assembled in br. H.’s chapel and 
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joined with the Karens in the worship of 
the true God. 

As I saw a native pastor rise, and in 
manly and solemn tones exhort his breth- 
ren to the love of Christ, and saw the 
devout and prayerful attention of the 
hearers, my heart was strengthened. 
Piety among these simple-hearted Chris- 
tians is not to be doubted for a moment. 
Among all things else strange, this one 
thing bears the home mark. There is no 
place in this strange country where a 
Christian stranger will feel so much at 
home as in a Karen prayer meeting, I 
think. 

The Field and its Reaper. 


Br. H. is doing a most noble work here ; 
but he staggers under the immense load 
which he is obliged to bear. I felt sad 
as I saw the boundless and almost endless 
harvest field, with only one reaper alone. 
That word “alone” means something 
here which it does not at home. Four 
missionaries with their wives could find 
ample work here; but br. H. bears it 
alone. Here, too, are marks of his for- 
mer suffering. Two graves in yonder 
garden and one away in the jungle teach 
at once a song of joy and a song of sor- 
row. Here amid the scenes of joy and sor- 
row, though suffering from bodily infirmi- 
ties, dear br. H. labors on, patiently, ear- 
nestly. I heartily wish all the Baptist 
students in America could spend a few 
days at Shwaygyeen. I think it would 
be a missionary call not easily forgotten. 
May God speedily send a reaper to 
Shwaygyeen. 


The Convention in Rangoon. 


The meetings of the Convention were 
very interesting to me in more respects 
than one. I could not enjoy the exer- 
cises in the different languages as I de- 
sired; but the different scenes were full 
of joy and instruction. Pahpoo, from 
Maulmain, preached the sermon before 
the Convention in Karen. The atten- 
tion of the native Christians was very 
marked. I could not but notice good old 
Quala as he sat on the floor leaning 
against a post, listening with his whole 
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soul to the words of the preacher. I 
could not but think of his history as I 
looked upon him. He occupied the place 
of honor, which had been accorded to 
him by all others. He is a wonderful 
monument of God's grace. 

I could not but notice the profound 
attention of a group of Karen “mothers 
in Israel.’”’ Their noble countenances, 
so full of intelligence, it was encourag- 
ing to behold, when we think that only 
a few years ago they were heathen and 
slaves of superstition. 


Contrast Presented. 

I found myself almost unconsciously 
noticing the contrast between these ex- 
amples of God’s grace and a heathen 
man squatting on a log, a little distance 
from the chapel, apparently wondering 
greatly at what he saw. With a coun- 
tenance sadly inexpressive of anything 
but ignorance, squalid and wild, he fur- 
nished a good illustration of what this 
noble congregation was before the grace 
of God put a purpose in their hearts and 
a light in their eyes. 

Last Prayer Meeting of the Convention. 


I must speak of the last prayer meet- 
ing of the Convention, for it was one of 
present comfort and future hope. It took 
me back to some of the last meetings of 
the Jubilee in Philadelphia. The Spirit 
was with us, and our native brethren were 
thoroughly awake, and spoke and prayed 
from burning hearts. Some of the ad- 
dresses were peculiarly touching, and 
the hour went too quickly. The crown- 
ing feature of this meeting was the sing- 
ing of the final hymn. It was a scene 
upon which we love to look and take 
courage,—a type of the day when all na- 
tions, tribes and tongucs shall unite in 
praise to God. I forgot to sing in con- 
templating the various groups of singers. 
Directly in front of me was one of the 
Chinese converts, singing with two Ka- 
rens, one on either side. Quala, with a 
face glowing with joy, was standing with 
a Karen on one side and a Burman on 
the other,—all singing from the same 
book. Br. Carpenter, with a Karen and 
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Ko Yacob, a Mussulman convert, stood 
at the end of the table, lifting their voices 
in the same song of praise. So it was 
throughout the chapel. Groups of differ- 
ent nationalities throughout the room 
joined in the good old soul-inspiriting 
hymn,— 
“From Greenland’s icy mountains, 

From India’s coral strand,” &e., 
and it never was sung with more unction 
in America than in the little chapel of 
the Rangoon Theological Seminary. 

Not a few moist eyes told of the Spirit 
which was moving in the hearts of the 
worshippers, whatever the color of their 
faces or the style of their dress. 

After a fortnight’s hard travelling we 
are at home again, with stronger hearts 
for our work, while the promises of God 
concerning the coming of Christ’s king- 
dom have a fresher light thrown about 
them than ever before. 

Plans, Present and Future. 

Dec. 31.—I am more especially sent to 
the Red Karens. The road over these 
mountains is a hard one and needs strong 
legs and lungs. My desire is to this mis- 
sion and the “beyond,” as soon as I can 
possibly reach them. I am, I think, 
making some progress every day in the 
Sgau language. When I acquire this, I 
shall get the Red Karen language as 
soon as possible. If I cannot get that at 
once, I desire to try the Bghai, which 
is nearly allied to it. The future will 
show. We hope to reach the Red Ka- 
rens this season; if so, whatever infor- 
mation I can get, I will forward. By the 
way, I am now able to teach geography 
in Karen, and have a class of twenty or 
more, in br. Cross’ school every day. 
These things encourage me. Mrs. B. 
also is making steady progress in the 
language. 


ASSAM MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. BRONSON. 
New Year—The Dictionary. 
Nowgong, Jan. 1, 1867.—At the be- 
ginning of this new year, we beg to greet 
you in the name of the Lord, and trust 
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that this day finds you strong and vigor- 
ous in the Master’s service, armed with 
new faith and zeal for the work of lead- 
ing forward the hosts of the Lord in 
Christian lands to more aggressive work 
on the kingdom of darkness. 

As for us, this day finds us, with hands 
hanging wearily down, “faint but pursu- 
ing.” With the old year we closed up 
the heavy work of the dictionary, having 
only a little revision todo. The printing 
has been carried forward by Mr. Ward 
to the 404th page. The whole will run 
up to 650 pages or so. I hope the print- 
ing will be carried forward more rapid- 
ly, and the work be available very soon. 

Isincerely hope this work will essen- 
tially aid in acquiring the language and in 
settling the meaning of words that have 
been floating about without any definite 
acceptation or spelling. 


Indian Reformers. 


By to-day’s mail I send a copy of the 
“Indian Mirror,” the organ of the great 
native society of Vedantists, or followers 
of Ram Mohun Roy. It embraces near- 
ly all the educated natives of the coun- 
try. The “Brahmo Somai” have formed 
themselves into one great Indian church, 
with missionaries, tracts, Sabbath wor- 
ship, &c. They are cutting directly 
across the Purans and polytheism of In- 
dia. They are for bringing their wives 
and daughters out from the seclusion of 
the zenana, and giving them schools and 
introduction to society. They are eclec- 
tic, taking anything that favors their 
views from the Zendavesta, Vedas, Bible 
or Koran. Caste, polygamy and every 
social evil with which India has been 
cursed these hundreds of years, must be- 
come unpopular in a few more years. It 
is cheering to see the educated natives 
setting out on these new courses. 

They welcomed Miss Carpenter from 
England, who came to introduce a sys- 
tem of extensive operations for native 
female education and social reform. 


The Demand of the Times. 


Many Christian ladies in Calcutta are 
admitted to the families of the natives. 
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Girls’ schools are being established, and 
the feeling for reform is rapidly spread- 
ing in every direction. There is more 
and more independent action among the 
natives. ‘They often come to our native 
worship, express themselves pleased with 
our preaching and way of worshipping 
God. 
of hearts that the Christian religion is 
true. I know full well that there is 
much error, Deism, &c., wrong ideas 
about Christ, mixed up with all this won- 
dertul That, Christianity 
must meet and combat. 


Thousands believe in their heart 


movement, 
Hence we now 
want to stand firmly at our posts. We 
need men to preach and defend the truth 
We need 
strong, able defenders of Christianity. 
These old claims of caste must break. 
Woman must rise to her place in socie- 
ty. Polygamy is doomed, when thou: 
sands of respectable natives unite and 


as it isin Jesus everywhere. 


petition the powers that be to pass a law 
againstit. ‘The power of the long deified 
brahmin wanes, and Hinduism must fall. 
Pray, pray, let every Christian at home 
who feels that the vows of God are on him, 
either come himself or vend a substitute. 
Let the young and strong and consecrat- 
ed of all our churches, male and female, 
ask in the closet, alone with God, “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do ?”’ 


Good News Received—The Need. 


A New Year's gift was brought in our 
last letters; I mean, the definite an- 
nouncement that two of the expected 
and promised mission-families had sailed, 
and we now think of them as being near 
the Cape of Good Hope. 
them onward in safety. They have a 
great field in Gowahati. ‘Two, at least, 
should always be kept there. But my 
heart longs for one to go among the Gar- 
rows, and one among the Nagas of this 
frontier, among whom a friendly officer 
as commissioner has just been stationed. 
Then the Mikirs are going farther and 
farther off from the truth for want of 
their teachers. The Assamese them- 
selves need steady effort. Here we 


God speed 
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stand, seeing everything to do, and not 
the strength of former years to labor. 

But God sees and knows all. We try 
to commit our way unto Him. 


Wants of the Hill Tribes. 

4.—We want some young, fresh hands 
on the field. Let me call attention to 
the hill tribes of Assam. Government 
is trying a new plan with them. The 
Nagas, among whom the lamented Diiu- 
ble wished to labor, have been placed un- 
der the charge of Lieut. Gregory; the 
Garrows, under Lieut. Williamson. Mis- 
sionaries to join them, to live among 
them, are wanted, and will receive every 
assistance and encouragement. 

While, during our fearful American 
war, the Union have been only able to 
keep up existing mission stations without 
any advance,—now, besides strengthen- 
ing the things that remain, it is very im- 
portant that we strike for “regions be- 
yond.” These Naga hills are a few days 
beyond the Mikir ranges, farther on to- 
ward Manipore and Burmah. They have 
no written language or caste, and are, | 
imagine, very similar to some of the rough- 
er Karen clans among whom the gospel is 
working its way, and very likely will be 
found to be of the same origin. When I 
look at all these fields, I wish that I might 
be young again ; but here Lam, only able 
to write and tell these things, and ask the 
Union to send others who are strong and 
vigorous. From Nowgong as a first stop- 
ping place, a missionary could work his 
way into the Naga hills. Step by step 
the future would open before him. 


LETTER FROM MES WARD. 


Native Preachers’ Work. 

Sibsagor, Dec. 8, 1866.—The native 
laborers connected with this mission 
might be more properly termed colpor- 
teurs or catechists, as they are not or- 
dained or licensed as preachers, and have 
never had any education or special train- 
ing for this work. Here they never have 
the opportunity of addressing a large as- 
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sembly on the subject of religion; their 
work is out-door entirely, talking with 
one here and another there ; now read- 
ing a tract to a few persons seated under 
the shade of a tree, then discussing some 
point in theology till a crowd gathers 
about. 

In this way Kolibor, one of the first 
converts in this mission, now an elderly 
man, and Modhu, a more recent convert, 
are employed,—their heavenly message 
often being met with contempt, often, 
too, with willing cars,—I wish I could 
add with open hearts; but, though the 
blessing tarry, we wait for it. During 
the rainy season, when travelling is im- 
practicable by land, they labor in and 
around Sibsayor; but in the cold season 
itinerate in the neighboring villages. 

In Sibsagor they find the vestibule and 
ground around the Court House the most 
favorable locality for their work. They 
meet here villagers from all parts of the 
district, who sit idle about the Court 
HTouse for days and sometimes weeks to- 
gether, while their case in court is finding 
its way through the red tapeism of En- 
glish law. This affords the colporteurs 
one of the best opportunitics to “preach 
the word, be in season and out of sea- 
son” among those whom days of weary 
travel might not reach. A large num- 
ber of tracts and portions of Scripture 
are in this way scattered over the coun- 
try. 

A few brief extracts from Kolibor’s 
journal will give an idea of their work 
to those friends who have contributed to 
their support, and perhaps also interest 
others. 


Journal of a Native Preacher. 


“Talked with some men to-day on the 
crucifixion of Christ ; some disputed, oth- 
ers gave an indifferent assent. 

“Tried to explain the Christian reli- 
gion. One man asked, ‘Do you think 
in making known this rligion that it 
will ever supplant ours?’ ‘Yes,’ I re- 
plied, ‘your religion will certainly disap- 
pear; you see if it don’t, if you live a 
few years longer.’ 
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“While I was explaining the gospel to- 
day, some of the people laughed ; but af- 
terwards three men asked me for a por- 
tion of the Christian Scriptures, and I 
gave them a copy of the Epistles. One 
of them inquired, ‘Are these God’s 
words?’ ‘Yes,’ I replied, ‘and if you 
sincerely want to find the truth, you will 
find it in that.’ 

“Some twice twenty men listened to 
the gospel to-day. One man asked me 
to read from our Scriptures, and I read, 
‘There is now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.’ “That is 
what I want,’ said he. I gave him a 
copy of the Epistle to the Romans. 

“One of my hearers to-day asked me 
if I thought the Hindu religion would be 
done away with. I told him I believed 
God would completely sweep it away. 
Another said, ‘I will beat you.’ 
‘Why,’ said I, ‘what have done?’ ‘I 
will beat you for nothing,’ he replied. 
‘Show me my fault and you can beat 
me,’ I replied. He was silent and walk- 
ed away. 

“I gave a man a portion of Scripture. 
He inquired if that told about the atone- 
ment of Christ. 1 said, ‘Yes, that will 
tell you how Christ suffered and died for 
the sins of men, and that those who be- 
lieve in Him, forsake their sins and keep 
God’s commandment, will obtain salva- 
tion. 

“A man, who took a tract, said, ‘The 
Christian religion is true ; we cannot say 
it is false ; but we do not dare to say that 
Hinduism is false.’ 

“I asked a group of men if they had 
examined the Christian religion. *Why 
should we,’ one replied, ‘has not God 
given usa good religion of our own? 

‘How many gods are there ?’ I asked. 
‘We know there is but one God; but we 
cannot see Him, so we worship the incar- 
nations of Himself which He has given,’ 
he replied. ‘Will not his incarnations be 
of the same nature as Himself? I in- 
quired. ‘Yes,’ he answered. ‘Is God a 
sinner ?’ I asked. ‘No, of course not,’ he 
replied. ‘Examine these incarnations 
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you worship, and see how many sins they 
committed,’ I said. ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘you 
are right; I cannot reply to your argu- 
ment.’ I said, *Your religion is false, 
and God will surely destroy it.’ 

“A man remarked to-day, ‘I cannot 
believe your religion, because it has not 
been given us before. I think you have 
made a great mistake in leaving the Hin- 
du teachers and priests for this new for- 
eign religion.’ ‘I received it,’ I replied, 
‘because | was a sinner and could find 
salvation nowhere priests and 
teachers are all sinners, and sinners can- 
not save sinners.’ 


else ; 


“Had an argument to-day on the jus- 
tice of God in punishing sinners. I 
said, ‘If you break the laws, will not the 
magistrate punish you? Neither will 
you escape the wrath of God, if you sin 
against Him.’ 

“Had a discussion on the comparative 
effect of the Hindu and Christian religion 
on the life and character. I asked, ‘Do 
you not think every one should strive to 
be good, kind to all, honest in his deal- 
ings, and truthful in what he says? 
‘Yes,’ they replied. ‘You think you 
ought to be this to be happy in a future 
state?” ‘Yes. ‘Do your worship and 
ceremonies make you better? The ex- 
ample of your gods is all bad; will their 
worshippers be any better? Our reli- 
gion gives us a new mind, so that we hate 
what is wrong, and love what is right ; 
formerly, I used to lie and steal and de- 
ceive ; but don’t do so now; and if you 
should do so to me, I should not wish to 
do so to you. Your religion leaves your 
people the same,—no one is any better 
after worshipping, or making offerings, 
or doing anything of that kind, are 
they?’ Noone answered. 

“One of the court officials said, ‘What 
are you here for all the time? Every 
day I see you sitting about the Court 
House.’ ‘I come to make known salva- 
tion through the atonement of Christ,’ 
I replied, ‘what else should I be here 
for? Perhaps you think I'm an old man, 
not able to do hard work; so the padre 

sahib, out of pity, gives me this to do for 
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But that is not the case. | 
come here solely to make known the sal- 
vation which Christ has purchased with 
his life for sinners.’ 


my living. 


“After relating to-day to some men the 
account of Christ's incarnation and cru- 
cifixion one said he could not believe 
it. *Why not?’ 1 asked. ‘You can be- 
lieve your Hindu shasters when they 
tell you God became incarnate nine 
times, once in the form of a boar, again 
in that of a fish, and again in that of a 
dwarf, and so on, and not one of them 
ever did anything for mankind. What 
did the boar do? tear in pieces a king; 
the fish ? bring up a lost book from the 
bottom of the sea; the dwarf? get his 
small foot on a king’s dominions, and 
gradually enlarge it till it covered the 
whole, and he took possession ;—not one 
single thing did any of your incarnate 
gods do for the salvation of men. You 
can believe all this, but you cannot be- 
lieve in God becoming incarnate in a 
holy man, going about doing good, work- 
ing miracles, then giving up his life on 
the cross a ransom for sinners; this you 
can’t believe.’ They remained silent.” 

Aptness of the Native Preachers. 

These are simple specimens of the col- 
porteur’s ordinary experience ; we often 
have much more interesting accounts 
from them in an evening meeting of 
their contact with the people, partly be- 
cause they go more into detail. They 
often exhibit a tact and skill in meeting 
objections and in bringing out apt illus- 
trations, such as we could hardly expect. 
from men so illiterate. We would that 
they manifested more of the teachings of 
the Spirit in zeal and devotedness to 
their work ; but they are the best men 
we have in the church, and if the one 
talent is well improved, we hope for the 
tokens of the Master's approval. 

Native Laborers’ Report from an Out- 

station. 

Godhula and his wife have been here 
on a visit a few days, refreshing their 
own hearts with Sabbath privileges and 
the communion of the Lord’s table, and 
refreshing us, too, with their presence 
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and the encouraging account they bring 
of the scene of their labors. It will be 
remembered this is the couple mentioned 
in a former letter as having commenced 
a new interest on the Majuli. The fact 
of their being there as religious teachers 
awakens animosity in some, but an inter- 
est in all the villages around. Many vis- 
it them, others send for Godhula to visit 
them. Lucy has a school of girls, who 
are learning to read and sew. But all is 
in vain,—Godhula himself seems to feel 
it,—all is vain without the descent of 
the quickening Spirit. Let them and 
their work be remembered in the prayers 
of God’s people, that they may be found 


faithful. 


CHINA. 


NINGPO MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. KREYER. 


The Chinese Language Recovered. 

Ningpo, Oct. 9, 1866.—You remark 
that you do not expect me to do much 
out-of-door missionary work the first 
year; that the language and a trip of 
exploration is all, &e. But the idioms 
and principles of the Chinese language 
are already a part of my mind, and my 
vocabulary is coming back to me by the 
law of association. With reference to 
this language, | frequently feel like the 
blind man in the gospel, who at first only 
saw “men as trees walking,” and after- 
wards saw them plainly. So the Chi- 
nese, that slumbered for eight years, and 
was buried amid the ruins of other for. 
gotten languages of my youth, and cov- 
ered up with a superstructure of Latin, 
Greek, Hebrew, Sanskrit, &., seems to 
revive again, a living germ, and reiissert 
itself in my thinking. 

It is true I have not tried as yet public 
preaching in the shape of a sermon ; but 
I do try what may best be understood by 
you under the term of zayat-conversa- 
tion about the doctrine, and | do actual- 
ly teach the principles of Christian the- 
ology and Scripture exegesis to my stu- 
dent, who evidently understands me, as 
I have him give me back the thought in 
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his own language, whenever any difficult 
thought is to be brought to light. So 
you see I have actually begun my mis- 
sionary work. 


Located in Hangchow. 


Hangchow, Nov. 1, 1866.—I am happy 
to be able to report myself as at work in 
Hangchow. I have been from Ningpo 
more than two weeks already, and may 
stop a number more. I have rented a 
house, formerly used as a jewelry store, 
which I have been fitting up with a few 
seats for chapel purposes. The house 
has a front part; the lower part will do 
first rate for a preaching-place, as it is 
not on a noisy, busy street, but on a pub- 
lic thoroughfare, which people take to 
avoid the crowd of the busy street be- 
yond, and at the same time shortening 
the distance in going from one part of 
the busy city to another business centre. 

There are numerous tea shops and eat- 
ing houses only a little beyond ; the flow- 
er market, too, is right there, so that the 
street is altogether, in my estimation, a 
grand place for preaching. People of 
leisure and respectability are constantly 
passing backward and forward, and I 
trust that the “Jesus-doctrine meeting 
hall,” as I have named the place, may 
prove a blessing to many an idle passerby. 

But that remains to be seen. I have 
fitted up a room for myself, and I think I 
shall spend the winter at least ; and if the 
house can be made tolerably comforta- 
ble, it may be that we shall take up our 
abode here altogether. I have begun a 
work at Hangchow by way of renting a 
chapel. I have a man from the Kinghwa 
church and my student for preachers, and 
unless the Executive Committee think 
otherwise, I mean to stay in Hangchow 
and work, leaving the place only on mis- 
sion tours. 

Tam hard at work on the Hangchow 
dialect, which is very much akin to the 
Mandarin dialect, and would make the 
speaker easily understood in the province 
west from here. I hope to penetrate there 
as soon as things are in proper shape in 
this place. 


142 


HINDOSTAN—MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 
MISSION TO THE TELOOGOOS. 
LETTER FROM MR. CLOUGH. 
Opening Fields. 

Ongole, Jan. 9, 1867.—I need more 
help, more native preachers. I wish we 
had a school for training young men for 
the ministry similar to Dr. Binney’s 
school in Rangoon. I feel that the time 
is approaching when something of the 
kind will be required at our hands 
The field is opening wider and wider 
every day, and the Macedonian cry is 
ringing in my ears almost daily. For the 
last month and a half, as often as once in 
two or three days, men have come to the 
mission house, and, after hearing, have 
asked for more instruction, for teachers 
to come to their villages, etc., etc., say- 
ing, “Yes, this is the true religion ; all 
you say is truth; we shall not worship 


idols any more. We shall tell our friends 
about this,” etc., etc. 
Promising Visitor. 

One young man, from a village forty 
miles west from here, came to us a month 
ago ;—I say he is a young man; he is 
about twenty-four years of age ;-—says he 
wants to be baptized, and, after hearing 
a little more, wishes to go back to his vil- 
lage to preach the gospel, to tell them 
about Jesus. He has only been with us 
a month, but we have learned to love 
him. That he is one of the Lord’s lambs, 
we are sure, and I think we must grant 
his request. 

This young man, and usually four or 
five others, meet in my study to hear and 
learn every evening, and, had I the time 
to spare, I could soon gather a large num- 
ber who would come to learn also. 

But to return to the point which I start- 
ed on. I want more native preachers, cat- 
echists, Bible readers, colporteurs, both 
men and women, who are imbued with 
the Holy Spirit, and who have been in- 
structed in the Bible and its great doc- 
trines. 

I believe that if we had twenty such 
men to send out we could make heathen- 
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ism tremble, and in a short time turn the 
country upside down. Among the next 
company of missionaries sent out, I trust 
there will be at least one family for the 
Teloogoo country. There is plenty to do 
here; the field is all ripe, ready for the 
reapers, and all that is wanting, besides 
the blessing of God, is earnest men—men 
terribly in earnest—to pull the poor Hin- 
dus out of the fire. 


MISSION TO SWEDEN. 
JOURNALS OF SWEDISH PREACHERS. 
Journal of Mr. Nas Per Person. 


On the 7th of May I travelled fifty 
miles by railroad, and distributed tracts 
in cars. Arriving at Yaukoping, a con- 
siderable town situated at the south end 
of Lake Wettern, I found only two bap- 
tized Christians and no opportunity of 
preaching. 

8.—Proceeded eighty miles to Wexi 
co. Providentially met with a brother 
unknown to me, who expressed a desire 
to be baptized. Not knowing where to 
find a place for holding a meeting, re- 
paired to a spot outside of the town, 
where the brother before mentioned 
united with me in asking the Lord for 
guidance. He informed me that there 
were a few Lutheran Christians, who 
had engaged a room to hold meetings in. 
We went there; after long deliberation 
it was opened the following evening. 
Prejudices vanished away. The day fol- 
lowing, my congregation had increased. 
Had an opportunity to converse with 
some upon the subject of baptism. 


Preaching and Baptizing. 

11.—Left Wexico. After a journey 
of fifty miles arrived at Tsojoa, where I 
preached for three days in succession. 
Baptized the above mentioned brother 
from Wexico. 

15.—Took the cars for Elmhutt. While 
I was preaching at the station, a set of 
ruffians came in, mocking and trying to 
compel me by force to drink whiskey 
out of their bottle. But, while they 
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were quarrelling among themselves, I es- 
caped unhurt. 

18-22.—At Killerod. A conference 
meeting was held in connection with the 
Baptist church at the place. Love and 
unity seem to prevail among the mem- 
bers. Six were added to their number 
by baptism. Large attendance. 

In this part of Sweden a general dearth 
has been prevailing for a long time, at- 
tended with various difficulties. A bet- 
ter state of things seems now to be at 
hand. 

June 1.—Walked twenty-five miles in 
the company of friends, cheering our- 
selves by the singing of hymns, and oc- 
casionally uniting in prayer at the road- 
side. 

2.—Continued our way twelve miles to 
Bohult, where a general conference meet- 
ing was held. At the evening meeting 
the Spirit of the Lord came down upon 
’ the congregation in a powerful manner. 
Several confessed their sins; two found 
peace in believing and began te praise 
God. 

8.—Sabbath. A blessed day. At the 
evening meeting about twenty persons 
confessed that they felt themselves to be 
sinners, and asked for prayer. Some of 
the brethren afterwards told me they 
knew of nine of them who had found as- 
surance that their sins were forgiven. 
Five were baptized upon a profession of 
their faith in Christ. The meetings were 
held on the lawn in front of the house, 
because the rooms would not contain 
them. In connection with br. Palms, I 
continued to labor in this region about 
three weeks, preaching twice a day. 
Scarcely a day passed but I was permit- 
ted to see some sinner awakened to a 
sense of his lost condition, or brought to 
peace in Jesus. Twice I was permitted 
to go down into the baptismal waters, 
each time burying six believers with 
Christ, who were added respectively to 
the Baptist churches in Tsojoa and Bo- 
hult. The administration of the ordi- 
nance was witnessed by large numbers 
of reverent spectators. 
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Labors and Success in Skane. 

After the trip into Smoland, returned 
to Skane. Took part in the exercises of 
four general conference meetings, held at 
different places, with intervals of a week. 
All of them were largely attended, and 
the presence of God was felt. In some 
places there were awakenings and bap- 
tisms. One of them was held on the 22d 
of July, at the Hessleholm railway sta- 
tion, in a meeting-house opened for the 
use of all evangelical Christians. About 
one thousand persons were in attendance. 
Many sinners were deeply affected, wept 
under a sense of their sinful condition, 
and asked for prayers. Three professed 
to have found peace in believing. Two per- 
sons were baptized. One of them was an 
old man seventy-three years of age; the 
other, a Lutheran preacher. A poor soul, 
entangled in rationalistic errors, was set 
free and praised God. It was a season 
of great joy to the Christians. 

The intermediate days between these 
conference meetings were all filled up 
by meetings held at different places. 
Everywhere large numbers in atten- 
dance. 

Skane is a large field, but there isa 
great want of laborers to build up the 
churches and extend the kingdom of 
Christ. 


JOURNAL OF MR. PALMS. 


June 1.—Walked three miles. Ar- 
rived at Bohult, where a conference 
meeting was appointed. 

2.—Preached in connection with br. 
Nas Per Person. After the close of the 
day meetings, invited to conversation, 
when two burdened souls found peace in 
Christ. This was an earnest of blessing. 


Blessings and Opposition. 


3.—Sabbath. Br. Person and myself 
both preached to a gathevring of three 
hundred persons,—a large congregation 
in this thinly settled country region 
While entering into conversation with 
individuals, some expressed concern, and 
others were alarmed by noticing the anx- 
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iety of the former. At one time there 
arose for prayers twelve persons, both 
young and old. After conversation and 
prayer, one after another was enabled to 
rejoice in a sense of pardon. Truly it 
was a harvest-home for heaven and a day 
of great rejoicing. During the following 
days, while preaching at different places 
in the neighborhood, the Spirit of the 
Lord was present in power, bringing 
souls nigh unto God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Had a sweet sense of be- 
ing permitted to be the mouth-piece 
through which the Lord was speaking. 
At a village by the name of Romborna 
the truth had been preached for years, 
during which time only two conversions 
have occurred ; but this year the place 
has received a gracious visitation. A 
young man, a member of the church at 
Barkhult, came here to bold a few meet- 
ings, and the Lord blessed his own word, 
so that a general awakening occurred 
among the young. It was most powerful 
about Easter. About twelve persons 
have been hopefully converted; six of 
them have been baptized, others are in- 
quiring about the truth of the doctrine, 
but up to this time have been kept back 
by their tyranfical masters, who severe- 
ly enjoin upon them not to venture to 
join the Baptists. 


Blessing in a Pastorless Church. 


July 7-8.—Held a conference meeting 
with the Baptist church at Ullstorp. 
For some time this little flock has been 
in a deserted condition; but now the 
breathings of the Holy Spirit upon the 
people were felt. A married woman 
found peace in believing in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and was baptized ; and her 
husband, who had been converted two 
years ago, followed her example. On 
the 9th, another soul professed to have 
found peace. Praised be the Lord! 

Aug. 5.—Preached at Bohult, men- 
tioned June 2. About Easter a work of 
grace commenced in connection with this 
church, the result of which is that forty- 
four believers have already been added 
to their communion by baptism. May 
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the Lord keep them steadfast unto the 
end. This church bas no regular minis- 
ter, but depends on occasional visits by 
travelling brethren. During the inter- 
vals, they meet for exhortations and 
prayer among themselves. 

The following incidents are from the reports 
of the same brother. Under cate of March 7 


he says: 
Dying without Hope. 


Called to see adying man. His wife 
and four children are members of the 
church at Bohult. He had been very 
much opposed to them on this account 
yet many a time the Spirit had been 
striving with him, but he had resisted. 
Now I found him on the point of dying ; 
however, I urged him in the last moment 
to take refuge in Christ. He asked us 
to pray with him, and we united in call- 
ing upon the Lord. But, in the course of 
an hour, he expired without hope. It was 
an awful scene. How important to live 
in communion with Jesus! Then we can 
die in peace. 

April 1.—At Oppmanna. Peace and 
unity prevail in the church. They sel- 
dom enjoy the privilege of hearing the 
gospel preached to them; but they meet 
in Bible classes to exhort one another. 
But few of the unconverted attend; of 
those that come, however, one and an- 
other has been gained for Jesus and add- 
ed tothe church. Consequently othersare 
frightened lest they should also be tainted 
with the heresy. Remained a few days 
with this church, and preached five ser- 
mons. On the Sabbath, a young wo- 
man, who had gone to a place of amuse- 
ment, felt so uneasy that she was con- 
strained to leave it and come to our 
meeting. She was awakened to a sense 
of her lost condition. The following day 
she came again, but found no peace.” In 
the course of a few days, however, in her 
great distress, she went out into the for- 
est to pray, and while there the Lord re- 
vealed Himself to her heart. Praise be 
to his holy name. 

Sowing Beside all Waters. 


July 31.—Called to see an individual 
who had recently professed faith in Christ. 
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She went outside of the house to have an 
opportunity to converse with me. One 
of her fellow-servants, full of sport and 
ridicule, followed her. I turned round, 
and said to her, “God loves you. Jesus 
has died for you. You may be saved 
for his sake and through Him.” I had 
no opportunity to say more, and have 
not seen her since ; but I have been in- 
formed that God applied these few words 
to her heart, so that she was brought un- 
der serious concern. “Is not my word 
like a fire,” says the Lord, “and like a 
hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces ?” 2 

Aug. 15.—On entering into conversa- 
tion with a man who took me some dis- 
tance in his conveyance, I found that he 
was pressed down under his burden of 
sin. I pointed him to God's willingness 
to forgive trespasses and sins, and he was 
enabled to believe and returned home re- 
joicing. 


LETTER FROM MR. 0. BERGSTROM. 


Awakening in Floby, Westergothland. 

Br. Nas Per Person and myself came 
to Floby, Westergothland, for the first 
time on the 12th of April. We were re- 
ceived by the vicar on the recommenda- 
tion of certain Baptist relatives of his 
wife. 

The mistress of the house immediately 
sent word around fora meeting. On my 
way thither I felt an assurance that a 
blessing would be vouchsafed : and it ex- 
ceeded our most sanguine hopes. Tears 
were seen flowing from the cheeks of 
most of the hearers. Some sobbed aloud. 
On leaving the house we were surrounded 
on the lawn by anxious hearers, and had 
to speak to them again. The following 
day both of us preached in the morning. 
The vicar was present and seemed to be 
struck with astonishment. A general sob 
was heard through the room. We then 
began to distribute tracts; and I was 
about being trodden down, so anxious 
were the people to receive tracts. On 
coming home in the evening, we felt that 
we had been witnessing strange things 
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during the day, and br. Person said he 
had never seen anything like it. In 
consequence of an engagement with the 
church in Gothenburg, I now was obliged 
to leave, my fellow-laborer remaining a 
few days longer. 

On the 2d of May I returned ; and, al- 
though I did not think of staying, I was 
prevailed upon to do so by their entreat- 
ies. On three different occasions I preach- 
ed at the house of the rector of the par- 
ish, several times in the villages surround- 
ing the church, and every day I was per- 
mitted to see the marvellous works of 
God; the same rapt attention, weeping 
and sobbing, manifested in every meet- 
ing ; sometimes I was obliged to stop in 
the midst of my sermon, my voice being 
drowned by the loud weeping. The rec- 
tor himself wept like a little child, and 
asked for prayers. The last Sunday of 
my stay, the parish church was thrown 
open to me, and was over-crowded by 
anxious listeners. I felt afraid lest I 
should not be able to preach in such a 
place with the same freedom that I was 
wont to; but the Lord made me to for- 
get all for the love of souls. This was 
one of the most remarkable days in my 
life. Every face seemed to express a 
struggle as for life between two opposite 
powers. After the close of the sermon, 
the whole building resounded with loud 
sobbing and groaning for a good while. 
On my coming out into the church-yard, 
I was surrounded by the people, who en- 
treated me to preach the following morn- 
ing. But as this day was fixed upon for 
my departure, I told them I could not 
unless they would assemble at six o'clock 
in the morning. This was agreed upon, 
and the following morning, when I look- 
ed out through the window about five 
o’clock, I saw crowds flocking to the ap- 
pointed place of meeting. The Lord 
was present in the same power. I deep- 
ly regretted that I was obliged to leave 
these anxious souls. 

Br. Nas Per Person, the fellow-laborer of Mr. 
Bergstrom in this good work, writes: 

From the 14th to the 18th of April I 
preached two, sometimes three, sermons 
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a day in different villages and different 
parishes. At every meeting the gospei 
was listened to with rapt attention and 
intense desire’ by men and women, old 
and young; especially I observed the 
deep emotions of the latter. On the 
24th I returned to Floby. Received a 
hearty welcome. So many came and 
asked me to preach at their houses, that 
I could not respond to their requests. One 
Sunday there were persons present from 
six different parishes. Some few believers, 
converted years ago, were quickened and 
stirred up to praise God and to pray ear- 
nestly for the success of this work of grace. 


LETTER FROM MR. OLA HANSON. 


The Work Opposed, but Onward. 

On the 2ist of September I went to 
Floby. Found that the enemies of Christ 
had been stirred up to violent opposition. 
Called on the rector of the parish, and 
heard that he had been called to an ac- 
count before the rural dean for opening 
his house and parish to Baptist colpor- 
teurs. He was only dismissed upon the 
promise not toreceive usany more. This 
was somewhat discouraging ; still, God 
opened a way so that I was permitted to 
preach the same evening at Anim, and 
then twice a day for three weeks to eon- 
gregations so large that no private dwell- 
ing could contain them. And the Spirit 
was poured out in an abundant manner. 
Often the weeping and crying for mercy 
drowned my voice, so that I was obliged 
to stop in the midst of my sermon and 
take to conversing and praying with the 
anxious. I preached in five different 
parishes, everywhere finding the same 
intense desire for the preaching of the 
gospel among the intelligent as well as 
among the common people. More than 
twenty professed to have found peace in 
believing; many more were under con- 
cern. The awakening seemed to take 
deepest among the young people. The 
last evening I spent in Floby, I was how- 
ever rejoiced to see an old soldier, about 
sixty, stand up in the large assembly, pro- 
fessing his belief in Jesus. 
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1 am happy to say that those who found 
peace in believing during a former visit 
by myself, in company with br. Nas Per 
Person, are walking worthy of the gos- 
pel, rejoicing in their Saviour. But 
they need visiting. The priests are en- 
raged, threatening with fines if any one 
ventures again to open his house fora 
meeting. It was only with difficulty that 
I could break loose from these dear lambs 
of Christ, who entreated me to stay. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN. 
The Church in Hamburg. 

Glasgow, Jan. 29, 1867.—The past 
year has been to the church at Hamburg 
the richest in spiritual blessings in every 
respect. A sweet spirit of peace, union 
and love has not only prevailed among 
the members, but the various missionary 
efforts have been crowned by the Holy 
Spirit’s gracious and efficacious influence 
in the conversion of one hundred and 
four precious souls ; among them, not less 
than sixty dear children, between the 
ages of eight and sixteen, all of whom— 
the one hundred and four—have been 
immersed into the name of Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit and added to the church. 
The blessing is still continued to the 
church, and a number of young converts 
are again wishing to put on Christ in his 
own approved way. 

Our missionary efforts,—preaching at 
our seventy preaching stations, visiting 
and loan-tract circulation in the city, col- 
portage and circulation of tracts and the 
sale of Scriptures on board the ships of 
all nations visiting our port, have been 
well sustained. We have circulated 
958,452 tracts on the general truths of 
Christianity, 35,000 on baptism, &c. ; 
25,000 copies of the Holy Scriptures 
have been sold, 3,200 ships visited and 
supplied with tracts and the Scriptures. 
About 30,000 families have been visited, 
and the Sunday and day school in con- 
nection with the church have been well 
sustained by devoted teachers, all mem- 
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bers in fullstanding. The attendance at 
the public worship has been most grati- 
fying, and we had only to regret that our 
space was too small to accommodate our 
hearers. 

The Remarkable Year. 

The year 1866, from the 1st of Janu- 
ary to December 31, will be the most re- 
markable in the history of the church at 
Hamburg and the German Baptist Mis- 
sion as the year of our perfect emanci- 
pation from all State control,—the gov- 
ernment of our little republic dissolving 
the unholy connection with the Lutheran 
as the State church, and declaring all re- 
ligious communities to enjoy the same 
rights. Blessed be the Lord God of his 
people, who alone doeth wonders. He 
has not despised the feeble efforts made 
by the least of his servants, but has done 
exceeding abundantly above all we ever 
asked of lim, or even thought of. The 
American Baptist Missionary Union 
share with us in the blessedness and joy 
of this glorious event, having fostered 
from its origin the work to which Christ 
had called us. Tothe Triune Jehovah 
be the undivided honor and glory of all 
that has been achieved. 

But may a thousand rich blessings de- 
scend on the American Baptist Mission- 
ary Union and my beloved and honored 
brother, Barnas Sears, for the noble sac- 
rifice he brought in 1834, when he gave 
up his studies at one of our universities 
and hastened to Ilamburg, to baptize the 
first seven believers, organize us into an 
apostolic church, and set me, the least of 
Christ's witnesses, apart to the work of 
the Christian ministry. 

Promise of the Future. 

I now look forward toa rapid spread 
of religious liberty as one of the results 
of the late war. I doubt not that one of 
the blessings of the North German Con- 
federation will be an increase of religious 
liberty. In Holstein, too, new churches, 
formerly mission stations, have been al- 
ready acknowledged by the government. 
Our prospects, indeed, are now such that 
I could wish, thirty-seven instead of sixty- 
seven, to throw my whole being into the 
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work now demanding all men can give, to 
the only great cause under the sun. Sec- 
tions of Germany will soon be thrown 
open to us, from which we have been ex- 
cluded previously. In Berlin the truth 
is also spreading, and we have there al- 
ready precious souls who follow Christ 
in accordance with his word. 

Plead for us with the esteemed breth- 
ren of the Board, and put them in re- 
membrance that our field does not num- 
ber two or three millions, as in other 
missions, but more than two hundred 
millions,—Germany, Denmark, Lolland, 
Poland, Austria, Hungary, the Danubian 
principality, Turkey and Russia, Switz- 
erland, &e. 


MISSION TO FRANCE. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEMAIRE, 


Light and Shade. 

Cuise-la-Motte, Jan. 30, 1867.—I con- 
tinue to have serious assemblics in all the 
places where we hold evening meetings. 
We no longer have crowds as we did last 
winter, but always the same persons, 
numbering from fifteen to forty. I be- 
lieve the good seed will not be sown in 
vain, and that during this winter some 
will find peace in Jesus. 

That which I have most of all to strug- 
gle against is materialism. It is not un- 
common to hear those whom I am trying 
to enlighten exclaim, ‘When we die, 
everything dies.’ Still, some appear 
shaken and burdened in conscience. 

Poor France,—if the gospel were not 
preached init! If there were nothing 
but popery, to struggle against this er- 
ror, into what a moral condition would 
our beloved country fall! It is melan- 
choly to see the indifference of the Ro- 
mish clergy in the face of this ever-in- 
creasing madness. 

Nevertheless, light is spreading; a re- 
action will come, and then the truth will 
triumph, and popery will disappear, to- 
gether with that infidelity which it will 
no longer have to resist, and against 
which it has shown itself utterly power- 
less. 
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Opposition Foiled by Prudence. 


I hoped that we should have good 
meetings this winter at Montigny. At 
the first, thirty persons were present and 
heard me with attention. A fortnight 
afterwards sixty came to hear br. Ve- 
ron; but it was found that some came to 
make disturbance. The first time I was 
there afterwards, more than a hundred 
were present ; 1 think I never took di- 
rection of a meeting where there was so 
much confusion. The door of the house 
remained open on account of the crowd, 
and words of threatening and insult 
were heard in the court. The devil had 
set in motion all his helpers. Notwith- 
standing, I was able to speak nearly an 
hour, but I was unhappy and afflicted. 
When I left the house to return to 
Cuise, and had passed through the mass 
of the people, I should not have been 
much astonished if I had been struck 
with a club. But the Lord preserved 
me. Fearing lest we should be accused 
of bringing disorder into the commune, 
I engaged br. Véron to commence the 
service, a fortnight afterwards, an hour 
earlier, in order to defeat the plans of 
the opposers. There were only ten per- 
‘sons present, and this brother without 
difficulty made known to them the way 
of salvation. I have since been glad 
that I prudently adopted tbis measure, 
inasmuch as the mayor had given orders 
for our arrest as disturbers of the public 
peace. 

Some persons continue to read the 
Bible. Recently a man burned his 
wife’s New Testament; but the work is 
the Lord’s, and notwithstanding the ef- 
forts of the adversary, it will triumph. 


The Truth Prevailing. 

On Christmas day I went to holda 
meeting at Hautefontaine. There are 
some here who, without coming out 
openly for Christ, continue to frequent 
our worship, and seem to have tasted the 
truth of the gospel. The priest of this 
commune, having undoubtedly nothing 
to say in his Christmas sermon, passed 
from the birth of Christ to maltreat the 
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Protestants and to insult us. Some of 
his hearers came to hear me, and the 
difference between the two sermons, I 
am told, produced a good effect. 

Br. Véron has encouragement at Sois- 
sons. Many Protestant soldiers, who are 
not pious, seem to be awakened, and sev- 
eral families come to worship regularly. 
I went thither the last Sabbath in De- 
cember, and had at the two meetings 
forty persons. I also administered the 
Lord’s Supper to the three members of 
the church who reside there. Some Pro- 
testant Pedo-baptists were troubled be- 
cause they were not invited to partici- 
pate ; but this gave br. Véron an oppor- 
tunity to explain our principles and to 
show that they are according to the New 
Testament. A conscientious woman com- 
prehended the truth, and I hope she will 
be baptized this year. 


LETTER FROM MR. VERON. 
A Difficult Work. 

Soissons, Dec. 20, 1866.—The work in 
Soissons is very difficult, on account of 
the influence of the Catholic clergy over 
the laboring classess, to whom they ren- 
der some assistance, and thus manage to 
conceal their hypocritical motives. How- 
ever, the Lord is mighty to overthrow 
the strongholds of Satan, and to bring 
souls to the foot of the cross, that they 
may have life. Thus we ought not to 
fear, but only to believe, that we may, if 
we will, see the salvation of God. 

Since I came to Soissons, we have very 
good meetings, and pretty well attended. 
There are always many serious persons 
among the hearers, and, thanks be to 
God, some who give us encouragement 
and joy. 

A Fearless Christian Woman. 

Mrs. Jobart, one of our sisters, a wo- 
man of great courage, is a missionary in 
Soissons. She lately had a serious dis- 
cussion with the priest of the hétel Dieu, 
who undertook to make another effort to 
convert her to his own views; but she 
battled with him so vigorously that he 
left, ashamed of his defeat. Some time 
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ago she saw in the market a Bible among 
the goods for sale. A trader, with whom 
Mrs. J. was very well acquainted, took up 
the Bible and looked over it some time 
with a gentleman of his acquaintance. 
Then he returned it to its place, laugh- 
ing and making fun of it with the man 
beside him. Thereupon Mrs. J. drew 
near and asked the price of the volume. 
“T wish to buy it,” she said, “for I can- 
not bear to have God’s book thus exposed 
to the raillery of everybody.” She spoke 
these words with firmness and loud 
enough to be heard by those around. 
The trader dropped his head and said 
not a word. She exercises a happy in- 
fluence over her husband, who is an un- 
converted man. He was formerly intem- 
temperate, but is now much more sober. 
He attends worship regularly, and is 
making progress in the knowledge of the 
gospel. 

We have also the K—— family, the 
mother of which is very serious. I 
think she is near being converted, if she 
is not already a childof God. She sheds 
many tears over her sins, and when she 
is at worship she devours every word, es- 
pecially when the subject turns upon 
the manifestation of God in Jesus Christ. 
Her husband is less serious, and hitherto 
has always seemed indifferent to the gos- 
pel. Still, for a few days I have had 
more hope of him; for he comes to wor- 
ship more regularly, and seems more se- 
rious than usual. He reads the Bible 
diligently, but continues to work on the 
Sabbath, which is an obstacle to his con- 
version. 

Their nearest neighbors are beginning 
to give attention also tothe gospel. The 
husband and wife have for some time at- 
tended worship. The husband isa plain 
man, but of good sense. 


Hopeful Cases. 


I also visit a large number of families, 
which are more or less serious, and 
are mostly very glad to have me read 
the word of God and pray with them. I 
cannot say much about them, as I have 
only visited them for a short time. 
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I also visit several families at Mercin, 
a village four kilometres from Soissons. 
Mr. M , who resides there, is a Swiss 
Protestant. He seems to me very cold, 
and to be an unconverted man. His 
wife is much better, though born a Cath- 
olic. She has forsaken this worship only 
since she became acquainted with us ; for 
her husband was too indifferent to speak 
She is very happy 
when she can come to worship at Sois- 
sons; but she is not yet assured of salva- 
tion. I also visit another interesting 
family in the same village. The lady 
especially, being less occupied than her 
husband, who is a wholesale wine-mer- 
chant, is serious, and loves very much to 
talk of the gospel. The last time I vis- 
ited her, she told me of the hard feel- 
ings existing between them and the 
priest, and of the hatred that she felt to- 
wards him. I showed her how necessary 
it is to forgive, if we ourselves wish to be 
forgiven of God, confirming my words by 
citing the Holy Scriptures, especially 
Matt. 18: 23-35 and 11: 12-14. She 
then said, “I acknowledge that what you 
say is true; but to do this it is needful 
that the heart should be changed. But 
if you knew,” added she, “all the evil 
he has done us!” I then spoke of the 
example of Christ on the cross, who 
prayed for his murderers. I took an 
early opportunity to visit her again ; for 
she told me that she was not happy. 


Remarkable Conversion. 


At Montigny, a village four leagues 
from Soissons, we are enjoying an en- 
couraging and blessed work. Pastor 
Lemaire and myself conduct the worship 
alternately, so that we have an evening 
meeting there every fortnight. The last 
time I was there we had sixty hearers. 
We have iu that place a faithful and de- 
voted sister, and others who have made 
more or less progress in the knowledge 
of the gospel. Among them is a poor 
young woman troubled with a nervous 
disease. She was often on the point of 
committing suicide. She was miserable 
and found no rest. She could not lie 
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down alone, she was so much alarmed by 
the least noise. When it thundered, a 
nervous trembling seized her, and she 
was quite beside herself. In her ignor- 
ance she had masses said for her, she 
made many pilgrimages, and prayed to 
many saints, both male and female ; but 
nothing did her any good. At last the 
Lord had compassion on her. Now she 
tells to all around how she shas been de- 


Miscellany. — The Mission Field in China. 


[ May, 


livered, and how the grace of God en- 
ables her cheerfully to bear the ill-treat- 
ment of her husband and her relatives. 
I purpose, God willing, at some time to 
give a narrative of this remarkable con- 
version and the circumstances accompa- 
nying it. 

I beg all who love the Lord Jesus to 
join us in praying that God will bless 
our work in Soissons. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE MISSION FIELD IN CHINA. 
Let us in the first place glance for a 
moment at the posts of missionary labor 
already occupied. It was in the year 
1807 that Morrison, with an open Bible, 
and in an undisguised though cautious 
manner commenced his labors in Canton. 
From that time to 1842, in which, by the 
treaty of Nanking, the five ports were 
opened, and Hongkong ceded to Great 
Britain, the labors of Protestant mis- 
sionaries in China were confined to the 
city of Canton and that vicinity. This 
was a period of preparation for future ef- 
forts. The language was studied, books 
were translated, information diffused, la- 
borers called forth. These laborers were 
located for the time among the Chinese 
colonies in the Indian Archipelago. Even 
at that early period some books were pre- 
pared, which we may safely say will be 
standards among the Christians of China 
until the whole empire is converted. 

A great impulse was given to the cause 
when Hongkong and the five ports were 
opened by the treaty of Nanking in 1842. 
At that time the mission work among the 
people may be said fairly to have com- 
menced. Restrictions were removed one 
after another, and with exceptions, in a 
few places, the largest liberty of inter- 
course was enjoyed both in the cities 
and in the country. 

These opportunities for missionary la- 
bor were still further increased by the 
treaties with Japan in 1858, and with 


China in 1860. In consequence of these 
openings, within the past seven years 
many additional stations have been oc- 
cupied in China and twoin Japan. The 
whole number at present is fifteen, not 
including the places in the interior at 
which foreign missionaries now reside. 

The number of converts in these dif- 
ferent mission stations is more thar. 3000, 
the number of missionaries not far from 
100. Let us not under-estimate what has 
been wrought, in removing the preju- 
dices of the people, in acquiring a knowl- 
edge of their language, in translations of 
the Bible, and in the preparation of 
Christian books. 

Above all, let us not under-estimate 
what God has wrought in granting a 
small company of true believers in many 
places, as a blessing upon the husbandry 
of his servants. Twelve years since the 
number of converts scarcely exceeded the 
number of missionaries. By God’s bless- 
ing it has become more than thirty to 
one, and is increasing rapidly year by 
year, while the number of missionaries 
remains nearly the same. True, it is a 
day of small things. Yet we behold it 
with gratitude and with praise. We see 
in these infant churches, with their native 
assistants, and a few native pastors, the 
first fruits of an abundant harvest. We 
read the number of converts in time to 
come in the promises of God, and we 
count them as the drops of the morning 
dew. Nothing shall drive us from these 
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hopesso long as we havethe Word of Godin 
our hands, and seek to obey it in our lives. 

The present aspect of things in these 
fifteen or twenty stations is familiar to 
us all. Multitudes of men, both in cities 
and in the country, are accessible to the 
preacher, waiting both in God's plan and 
in the wants of their own souls for the 
gospel of salvation—would that we could 
add, waiting also in their desires and 
conscious necessities. Missionaries do 
something for them—they wish they 
could do much more. They cannot com- 
mission unconverted men, moved by the 
love of gain, or the desire for their daily 
bread, to do this work. They dare not 
do it. They wait upon God to raise up 
native assistants who have been born 
again, and are moved by his Spirit to 
spread everywhere the knowledge of a 
crucified Saviour. We expect such men. 
The Word of God is placed in the hands 
of the common people. It is explained 
and taught to them; we expect them to 
become learned in divine things, and 
many of them able to teach others also. 
This native agency is our present want, 
and our present desire for the harvest 
fields already occupied. Sure we are, that 
no more extensive fields, nor more impor- 
tant, nor presenting greater advantages 
for spreading the gospel, were ever set be- 
fore the Christian church, than invite the 
labors of missionaries living in these fifteen 
or twenty stations of China and Japan. 

After this hasty review of the past and 
present state of these missions, let us turn 
next to the work which remains to be ac- 
complished. I invite your attention, in 
the second place, to the claims for mission- 
ary labor of the unoccupied ports which 
are open to foreign trade. 

By the recent treaties with China, ten 
ports for trade were added to the previous 
list, besides several other cities which were 
so connected with them as also to become 
available for the residence of foreign mis- 
sionaries. 

Four of these ports, Swatow, Hang- 
kow, Chefoo and Tientsin, with two ad- 
jacent cities, Tungchow and Peking, 
were occupied by agents of various So- 
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cieties within one or two years from the 
date of the treaties ; one other port, Tai- 
wan, in Formosa, has been occupied the 
last year. The remaining five, viz. : 
Newchwang, in Manchuria, Tsing-kiang 
and Kieu-Kiang, on the Yang-tze river, 
Fan-shui, in Formosa, Kiung-cheu, in 
Hainan, are yet unoccupied. With these 
five we may class also the town of IHako- 
dadi, in Japan, which has been opened 
for trade for six years or more, but is 
still without a Protestant missionary. 

Let us take a brief survey of these 
places, with the adjacent country and its 
inhabitants, that we may understand 
their importance as centres‘ for the 
spread of the gospel. Hakodadi is the 
only port in the northern part of the 
Japanese islands, and is six hundred 
miles from the nearest missionary station, 
that at Kanagawa. The town itself is 
but small. The population cannot be es- 
timated to be more than ten thousand. 
However, the city of Matsuma, sixty 
miles west from Hakodadi, also upon the 
island of Yesso, is supposed to contain 
sixty thousand inhabitants. Although 
the population of Hakodadi is not very 
great, yet, as being the only point of ac- 
cess to the inhabitants of Yesso, and also 
to all the northern portions of the island 
of Nipon, it must be considered, in a 
missionary point of view, asa place of 
great importance. The climate is de- 
clared to be most salubrious. The dis- 
tance from the seat of government would 
naturally render the magistrates less 
vigilant in respect to the introduction of 
the gospel. ‘The people,” says a recent 
visitor to that place, “seemed perfectly 
free from all trace of ill-will, a simple, 
good-humored race.” I will only add 
that, so early as the year 1860, English, 
French, Russian and American consuls 
were located there, and also a Roman 
Catholic priest. 

The next port which [ mention is 
Newchwang, in Manchuria, also a con- 
sular station of the British, French and 
American governments. This town, or 
the port which is opened for trade near 
to it, contains about 70,000 inhabitants. 
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It is the key of access to all the country 
north-east of China, as far as to the Rus- 
sian possessions. The number of square 
miles in this territory before the recent 
aggressions of Russia, was greater than 
that of the nine northern and eastern 
provinces of China. The population is 
sparse, yet the southern province, Shen- 
king, is not without important towns 
and cities and villages, the inhabitants 
spreading out through the country as in 
China Proper. The greater portion of 
the population are emigrants from Shan- 
tung and Chihli. Of the ability and 
force of the native Manchus, it is sufli- 
cient to say that they conquered China, 
and have governed it for more than two 
hundred years. 

In regard to the numbers of the peo- 
ple in the regions accessible from the 
four ports, Hakodadi, Newchwang, Fan- 
chui, Kiung-cheu this general remark 
may be made, that there is only a rela- 
tive sparseness of population. The ideas 
of those who have lived in China are in 
danger of becoming extravagant on this 
point. Nothing but millions and tens of 
millions will satisfy us. We make no ac- 
count of thousands, tens of thousands, 
hundreds of thousands, even. We are 
in danger of forgetting our brethren toil- 
ing among the scattered tribes of Indians 
in the wilds of British America and the 
territories of the United States. The 
entire population of the Sandwich Isl- 
ands, with that of the groups of islands 
in the North and South Pacific Ocean, 
where so much labor has been put forth, 
and such happy results have been wit- 
nessed, is not, as I suppose, equal to that 
of a single second class Chinese city. 
Even now, missionaries are laboring with 
much success in those islands among tribes 
numbering but a few thousands. In com- 
parison with these, the people inhabiting 
the regions alluded to are numerous, and 
their destiny important. 

Besides, it has often happened that un- 
important tribes have witnessed glorious 
displays of God’s power, and been made 
thereby most important in the world’s 
history. Behold Great Britain, in what 
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she was before the gospel was preached 
there and in what she is now. And if 
such be the result, are three mission sta- 
tions for Japan, one for Manchuria, two 
for Formosa, and one for Hainan, to be 
accounted as too many, and so a waste 
of labor and money? It may be said, 
also, in regard to Newchwang, that it is 
an approach to Corea, the only one prac- 
ticable at this time in our present fields of 
missionary labor; and also that Roman 
Catholic missionaries have long been lo- 
cated both in Manchuria and in Corea. 
Turning now to the two unoccupied 
ports on the Yang-tse river, namely, 
Tsing-kiang and Kieu-kiang, we find 
ourselves in the most populous portions 
of China. The resident at Tsing-kiang 
would naturally extend his labors in the 
western part of the province of Kian-si 
and in the eastern portions of Ngan-hurw 
which two provinces, according to the 
last census, contain 70,000,000 of inhab- 
itants. Kieu kiang would afford easy 
access to the western portions of Ngan- 
huru, to the southern portions of Hupeh, 
and to the entire province of Kaing-si, 
which province alone contained, by the 
same census, 23,000,000 of inhabitants 
and has only this open port. The facili- 
ty for travel by the net-work of canals 
and water-courses in the interior of Chi- 
na, is such that one may perform long 
voyages in his boat, and reach nearly all 
the important towns and cities. By 
means of the Po-yang lake and the Han 
river with its tributaries, one may jour- 
ney southward more than three hundred 
miles through the length of the province 
of Kiang-si, and by the branches of the 
same river, penetrate to the eastern and 
western borders. The greater portion of 
its population is easily accessible. What 
a field for Christian toil and the diffusion 
of Divine knowledge! a country larger 
than all New England, and a population 
many times greater, approaching to that 
of both England and Scotland! The ad- 
vent of a Christian missionary among the 
people of this province with the Word of 
God in his hand, the love of Christ in 
his heart, and his lips unsealed to tell 
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them in their own tongue the gospel of 
salvation, would be to them the arising 
of a great light, the dawn of a new era 
in their existence, the beginning of a 
new heaven and a new earth. Instru- 
ments are base; we know it; let them 
be abased. The gospel is glorious; let 
us exalt and magnify it, and seek to dif- 
fuse its priceless blessings. 

Suffice it to say of Kieu-kiang, asa 
place of residence, that it is a depart- 
ment city, has three foreign consulates, 
and a mercantile community already lo- 
cated there. The climate is much the 
same as that of other cities in the cen- 
tral provinces. 


Ching-king has also a foreign consu- 
late and foreign merchants. We are 
happy to learn that the opening of this 
port has resulted in the opening of the 
southern capital, Nanking, in which city 
locations have already been designated 
for foreign residents. Both these cities 
are of course very much reduced at pres- 
ent in consequence of the civil war. A 
permanent peace is, however, as we hope, 
now dawning upon them, and the time 
of their humiliation and distress is emi- 
nently favorable for making known to 
them the kingdom of God. The ignor- 
ant blasphemies of the late rebel chief 
are at an end. How long before the words 
of truth and soberness shall be preached 
in their stead? 

Had these two ports in central China 
been opened thirty years ago, and the 
present privileges respecting travel been 
guaranteed by treaties, what a call for 
effort would it have been esteemed by all 
Protestant churches ? How eagerly would 
men have hastened forward to embrace 
so favorable opportunities! Have thirty 
years made the gospel less precious, or 
the demand for it less urgent? What 
means this fatal lull, this deathlike still- 
ness, these symptoms of exhaustion on 
the part of missionaries and churches ? 
Thus far nothing has been accomplished 
for the evangelization of those regions. 

It cannot be expected that the ports 
of Fanshui and Kiung-cheu, in Formosa 
and Hainan, should be 8o early occupied 
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as the four already mentioned. Yet their 
importance ought not to be underrated. 
Formosa contains 14,000 square miles 
and 2,500,000 inhabitants, being in size 
and population about one-half as large as 
Ireland. The population is about the 
same as that of Scotland in 1831. Hai- 
nan is somewhat larger in its area than 
Formosa, but its population is not more 
than two-thirds as great. This island has 
an additional importance from its prox- 
imity to the south-western part of the 
province of Kwang-tung, which would 
be easily accessible from the city of 
Kiung-cheu by passing across the straits 
of Linchau. Kiung-vheu is larger than 
any other city in the south-west part of 
Kwan-tung, in the centre of trade to Hai- 
nan, and is about equally distant from 
Canton with the city of Swatow, or 
Chau-chau-foo, where missionaries are 
already located. It is not yet actually 
opened to trade; but there is no unwill- 
ingness on the part of the government to 
have it opened. 

Fan-shui and Ki-lung, in the northern 
part of Formosa, have each foreign resi- 
dents and foreign trade, and are at pres- 
ent open to any missionary who may 
wish to locate there. 

We have thus enumerated eight places, 
including Nanking and Ki-lung, which 
are legally open to foreign residents. At 
six of these places consular protection 
and government are already afforded. 
It may be said that in the present pau- 
city of laborers, one station on the island 
of Formosa must suffice, and that the 
claims of Kiung-cheu must be held for a 
time in abeyance. There remain, even 
then, Hakodadi, Newchwang, Kieu- 
kiang, Tsing-kiang and Nanking to be 
occupied at the present time. The claims 
of all these places are urgent. The way 
is prepared, and the greatest security is 
afforded in residence and labors. What- 
ever questions may be raised as to the 
practicability, or legality, of residence in 
the interior of China, no such questions can 
be raised in regard tothese ports of trade. 

In this view they have the first claim. 
For what reasons, we ask, have they been 
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thrown open, if not that they might be 
evangelized, and so become centres of 
Christian light and power to the sur- 
rounding regions? We believe in the 
Providence of God. To us this world is 
governed, not in the interest of trade, of 
science, or that vague and every-varying 
thing, called civilization, nor yet in the 
interest of conquering nations, but in the 
interest of the kingdom of Jesus Christ. 
The world is upheld for Him, that pardon 
in his blood may be proclaimed among 
the nations, and that souls may be saved 
for his future and glorious reign. For 
this treaties are made, ports opened, con- 
sular establishments fixed, trade, science 
and civilization calledin. But what shall 
we say if the church does not come up 
to the help of the Lord, opened doors 
are not entered, and vice and sin are al- 
lowed to avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunities made for truth and righteousness ? 

One powerful argument for the imme- 
diate occupation of these open ports is the 
presence in them of our fellow-country- 
men, without any one to minister to them 
in spiritual things. True Christians are 
' as salt in any community. How greatly 
are they needed in these newly forming 
settlements in the East! Twoor three 
well-ordered Christian families in each of 
these open ports, leading blameless lives, 
upholding the Sabbath, the public wor- 
ship of God, and the ordinances of relig- 
ion, would be an inestimable blessing. 
There have been colonies whose reproach 
it was to seek first a billiard room, a the- 
atre, a coffee-house, a drinking-saloon. 
We have heard it said that a British col- 
ony sought, among its first things, to erect 
a house for the worship of God. Would 
that this might ever be the case! God 
forbid that the colonies of mingled na- 
tions which are springing up in various 
parts of China and Japan, should be God- 
less, infidel communities, given up “to 
work all uncleanness with greediness.” 
Whatever be the result, it is alike the dic- 
tate of enlightened patriotism and Chris- 
tian love, to use every exertion that they 
may be supplied with the ministrations of 
the gospel. 
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Besides the particular fields already 
pointed out, we feel constrained, in the 
third place, to call attention to the sub- 
ject of missions throughout the interior 
of China. Has not the time now arrived 
when Christians are called upon by the 
providence of God to put forth efforts in 
China on a far more extended scale, 
with a view, not toa preparatory work 
in a few places only, but to the evangel- 
ization of the whole empire? Ought we 
not now to provide, not only for open 
ports and the adjacent regions, but for re- 
mote provinces and for all parts of the 
country, in short, to go everywhere 
preaching the Word? 

The Roman Catholics are making stren- 
uous efforts to gain China in the East. 
There are 500 European priests scattered 
throughout the Chinese Empire ; nine in 
Corea, and twenty in Manchuria, teach- 
ing this corrupted system of Christian doc- 
trine. They began their work in the 
face of danger and death, and are at the 
present time pressing forward with in- 
creasing zeal and prosperity. Generation 
after generation of these men live and 
die in China, that they may win the em- 
pire to the Papal Church, and their work 
goes on from century to century. At dif- 
erent times, as their circumstances opened 
favorably before them, they have brought 
large reinforcements into the field. On 
one occasion, Moralis, a Dominican, re- 
turned from Europe with twenty-eight 
additional laborers. 

Such facts command our attention. 
We have no wish to blink them. We must 
look them in the face, let us derive from 
their consideration what benefit we may. 

If a corrupted form of Christianity, 
which does not give the people the Word 
of God, puts forth such efforts, and ob- 
tains such results, what have we a right 
to expect from a pure Christianity, with 
an open Bible in the hands of every man 
who is willingto read? What have we 
a right to expect from Christians at home 
in their efforts to convert China, and from 
the results of missionary labor in China 
itself? At present we see but the begin- 
nings of this work, the day of small things. 
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We have need to look up to God for his 
help, that He would manifest his power 
and honor his truth. The outpouring of 
his Spirit would soon change the aspect of 
our work both at home and abroad. We 
should find that the foolishness of preach- 
ing, the Word of God, read by the peo- 
ple in their own household words, is a far 
more eflicient agency for their conversion 
than massive cathedrals and costly paint- 
ings, pictures and crucifixes, gaudy vest- 
ures and imposing rites. The doctrine 
of the Cross held forth in its purity, even 
by such weak ard unworthy instruments 
as Protestant missionaries, would be seen 
to have far more power than austerity 
of life and splendid virtues where that 
doctrine was obscured.—Christian Work. 


REMARKABLE DREAM AND RESULTS 
IN CHINA. 

The Cincinnati Christian Herald pub- 
lishes a letter from Mr. Stanley, one of 
the missionaries of the American Board 
at Tientsin, dated October 10th, which 
gives a fuller account of the origin of the 
movement, so remarkable that, especially 
in view of results thus far apparent, the 
reader will be glad to see it. The let- 
ter is long, and but a small portion of it 
can be given here. Respecting the ori- 
gin of the movement Mr. Stanley writes : 

“About a year ago an old man named 
Chu, from whose family the village is 
named, became anxious about his soul, 
and very much depressed about his sin- 
fulness. No remedy could he discover 
for his sins. About this time he was ta- 
ken dangerously ill; death seemed near. 
This increased his anxiety and fear. 
Thinking of his condition one day, he 
dreamed that he actually died. In his 
disembodied state he came upon a beau- 
tiful city, whose walls and gates were all 
glorious and bright. These were guard- 
ed by pure and spotless beings, who re- 
sembled the sun in glory. Within were 
multitudes of similar beings. The entire 
city appeared to be radiant with light. 
He could compare it only to the glory of 
the sun. So lovely was the place that he 
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desired to go in, but the guards prevent- 
ed him. He asked the reason of this. 
They replied that he was an impure and 
sinful being,—that purity of life was re- 
quired of all who entered the glorious 
city. This depressed him very much, 
but they encouraged him by saying that 
by and by he would be permitted to en- 
ter, but that now he must return to the 
earth, where he should receive instruc- 
tions concerning this pure life, and by 
following these instructions he could pre- 
pare for entering the city. Some of these 
glorious beings then attended him back 
to earth and he awoke. 

“The meaning of this dream perplexed 
him. As he lay pondering it, he fell 
asleep again in an hour or two, and the 
dream was repeated in every particular; 
and from this time he began to recover. 
But sin, like a heavy weight, oppressed 
him. As he thought of his dream, he 
became more perplexed and anxious. He 
now revealed the dream and the state of 
his mind to his friends and neighbors, but 
they could neither give him comfort nor 
advice. He remembered some Catholics 
near by, and went to them with his diffi- 
culties ; but they were ignorant and could 
tell him but little. He only got an in- 
definite idea of one Jesus, who died to 
save sinners. Moreover, their lives did 
correspond with that purity which was not 
enjoined upon him in his dream. But they 
referred him to Tientsin, where, they said, 
the foreign priests could instruct him fully. 


“Though over sixty years of age, he 
made the journey last February, by cart. 
He arrived in the afternoon and inquired 
at once for the Catholic chapel. He was 
directed, by some one who did not know 
the difference, to one of the chapels of 
the English Methodist New Connection 
brethren in the city. As he entered, the 
native helper, Mr. Wang, was preaching 
on the Beatitudes,—especially, ‘Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.’ He listened; and as the theme 
dawned upon his mind astonishment filled 
his heart. He could hardly believe his 
ears,—there must be a mistake. He lis- 
tened again,—‘Blessed are the pure in 
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heart,’—‘purity of life,’—‘enter the city,’ 
—‘see God,’—return to earth—receive 
instructions.’ No! there was no mistake» 
his dream had a meaning, this was the in- 
struction he sought, this was the truth. 
All this, and much more, flashed through 
his mind, and in rapt astonishment and 
joy he listened. 

“When the service was ended, he in- 
troduced himself and told his story. His 
apparent sincerity interested Wang, un- 
der whose special instruction he now 
placed himself. In a day or two he met 
the missionaries, Messrs. Hall and Inno- 
cent. They too, were interested, but 
knowing the duplicity of the Chinese, 
feared some sinister motive. After re- 
maining about two weeks he said he must 
return home ; but went a different man 
from what he came. He had found the 
truth and could never forget it. He askeg 
for books, which were gladly given him. 
Arrived at home, he invited his friends 
and neighbors to examine with him the 
new doctrine.” 

Such, as reported, was the commence- 
ment of what seemed to be a true work 
of the Holy Spirit. Mr. Stanley states 
further, that at first about twenty of the 
neighbors came each evening, to talk and 
read with Chu. Soon they began to pray 
in their meetings, and others joined them. 
In April, (1866,) at their request, Mr. 
Chu again visited Tientsin, to obtain more 
books and a Christian to instruct them. 
A native Christian was now sent, who, 
on arriving at the village, found thirty or 
forty persons gathered to welcome him, 
most eager to receive instruction, and in- 
sisting upon extending to him the rights 
of hospitality and providing for his wants. 
When he returned to Tientsin, he was 
the bearer of a letter calling for a native 
mission helper to settle at the village, with 
the promise that, poor as the people were 
they would provide a house for his use 
and for public services. As the best that 
could be done at once, two colporteurs 
were then sent, and found more than one 
hundred persons anxious to hear the gos- 
pel. A building had been prepared, as 
promised, and the people had commenced 
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the observance of the Sabbath. The work 
still extended, the people in other villages 
became interested, and when these col- 
porteurs returned it was with another let- 
ter, expressing the desire that, in addi- 
tion to a native preacher, a missionary 
might come and reside at the place. Suc- 
ceeding facts,—the sending of a helper, 
the visits of Messrs. Hall and Innocent to 
the place, and the formation of a church, 
—are noticed in letters previously pub- 
lished. Of the prayers which Mr. Hall 
heard, on his first arrival, from this peo- 
ple, it is said: “Language could not 
describe them. Such simplicity; such 
earnestness; such pleadings for God’s 
presence, in behalf of relatives and 
friends ; such evident approach into the 
very presence of God, and_ holding 
communion with Him! He could only 
weep for joy, and bless God for the priv- 
ilege of being there.” Mr. Stanley men- 
tions, as noteworthy features of this work 
among the Chinese,—the entire absence 
of any avaricious disposition, among those 
professing interest, and their desire to 
help in the work rather than to secure 
pecuniary aid in connection with it ; the 
sacredness which they attach to the Sab- 
bath; and the deep and tender interest 
in their families which the converts man- 
ifest, instruction being sought for the wo- 
men as well as men, and all attending 
upon public worship.— Herald. 


MISSION WORK IN TURKEY. 
There is no part of the world in which 

a more interesting and successful mission 
is being carried on than in Asiatic Tur- 
key, in the midst of that region associated 
with the early triumphs of Christianity, 
and with the manifestation of God to his 
people in the patriarchal age. It is be- 
tween thirty and forty years since this 
mission was begun under the auspices of 
the Rev. H. G. O. Dwight, and another 
laborer of kindred spirit. Mr., afterwards 
Dr., Dwight was the very type of a true 
Christian missionary. A man of calm 
and sound judgment, and yet of indefat- 
igable zeal, with large and comprehen- 
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’ sive views of the work to be accomplished 
and an admirable power of systematizing, 
and of ahighly cultivated mind, he set 
about his work with a method which was 
sure, under the guidance of the Spirit of 
God, to meet with success. Himself a na- 
tive of those New England States where 
piety combined with intelligence has been 
inherited as an heirloom from the noble 
Puritan exiles of England, he was sent 
out by the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, to Constan- 
tinople, in the year 1832. The mission 
was specially to the decayed Church of 
the Armenians. The Evangelical move- 
ment in the Armenian Church had com- 
menced about six or seven years before 
in the conversion of three ecclesiastics at 
Beyrout, two of whom were bishops. By 
their letters to Constantinople and vari- 
ous parts of Turkey they contributed 
much towards preparing the minds of 
their countrymen for the movement. In 
the year 1825, Mr., now Dr., King, who 
still labors at Athens, wrote a farewell 
letter to the Roman Catholics, on his leav- 
ing Syria, stating the reasons why he 
could not be a Romanist. There it pro- 
duced an extraordinary effect, being con- 
sidered of so much importance that it was 
read at a large meeting of the clergy in 
the patriarchal church, and on the Scrip- 
ture references in it being examined, it 
was agreed that the Armenian Church 
needed reform. The way had been pre- 
pared by the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures during the preceding ten years, 
in the ancient Armenian character in 
which they were read by the priests and 
educated laymen. 

On the 5th of June, 1832, Mr. Dwight 
took up his permanent residence at Con- 
stantinople, with his family. He thus de- 
scribes the beginning of his missionary ca- 
reer in a most interesting volume, written 
by him, entitled “Christianity in Turkey:” 

“The missionaries encountered all the 
usual disadvantages of a new field. Dif- 
ficult languages were to be mastered : the 
habitual modes of thinking and feeling 
prevailing among the people were to be 
learned, and the best methods of gaining 
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access to them, and securing their confi- 
dence. It was plain that an immense 
fabric of superstition had been erected 
in the place of simple gospel truth; and 
it seemed to excite the reverence andawe 
of the people, in proportion as it had 
grown hoary with age. But it was not 
so easy to see how two foreigners, from 
a far-off and almost unknown country, 
with no established character in the place, 
and, indeed, coming in such a way as very 
naturally to excite suspicion, should make 
their first attempts to persuade the peo- 
ple that all their present grounds of re- 
ligious confidence were delusive, and that 
they (the missionaries) had come from 
purely benevolent motives to teach them 
a better way—the true and only way of 
salvation.” 

They worked with a printing press, dis- 
tributing New Testaments and tracts, and, 
few of the people being able to read, set 
up a school to teach them. They at the 
same time preached. Dr. Dwight says 
that they were fully satisfied that the great 
burden of their preaching should be, not 
the superstitions of the church, but Jesus 
Christ and Himcrucified. “From the be- 
ginning we have acted on the principle 
that the safest way to break down error 
is to build up the truth. With the eccle- 
siastics of the Armenian Church we en- 
deavored to maintain friendly intercourse, 
and to secure their co-operation in our ed- 
ucational efforts. With this view we made 
repeated attempts to interest the patri- 
arch in the object, as well as other high 
dignitaries of the church. The patriarch 
always professed great readiness to act 
in the matter, but in reality never moved 
a finger, and the others were always wait- 
ing to see what he would do; and, of 
course, nothing was done by any of them. 

“In 1833 several converts were gained, 
and they began to feel encouraged. 
Among them was one Hohannes Der Sa- 
hagyan, who became afterwards one of 
the most devoted native pastors. Their 
coming is thus described :—On the 18th 
of July, 1833, Mr. Der Sahagyan and 
his companion, ina very solemn manner, 
committed themselves to our instruction 
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and guidance. ‘We,’ said they, ‘are in a 
miserable condition and we need your 
help. We need your counsel and advice. 
We are in the fire, and we want you to 
put forth your hands and pull us out. 
Here are two roads—one, the road of light 
and peace, that leads to heaven; the oth- 
er the broad way of darkness, sin, and 
death, in which we have always been 
walking. We want you to direct us, so 
that we may know how to choose the nar- 
row way that leads to life.’” 

A high school, formed at Pera by one 
of the evangelical Armenians, at length 
aroused the jealousy of the leading ec- 
clesiastics, and, through their influence 
and that of the bankers, who formed the 
leading council of the nation, the school 
was broken up; but to their utter dismay 
and chagrin, says Mr. Cuthbert G. Young 
ina small pamphlet entitled, “Openings 
for the Gospel in Turkey,”—a rich Ar- 
menian, who had founded a large school 
in one of the suburbs of the capital (Has- 
keuy) appointed as chief teacher the very 
man whose evangelical views had led to 
the breaking up of the Pera school. This 
man, though no Protestant, was resolved 
to employ the best possible teacher; the 
Bible was the avowed text-book ; and 
thus, instead of his former limited influ- 
ence ina school of forty pupils, he was at 
the head of the national school of six hun- 
dred. The school was ultimately closed ; 
but soon after, a seminary was formed at 
Bebek, a Greek village six miles up the 
Bosphorus, in connection with the Amer- 
ican mission, which has trained most of 
the pastors and many of the native help- 
ers in the field. This was one evidence 
of the great wisdom of these missionaries 
that, almost from the very first, they 
founded an institution for training up a 
native ministry, which has been the means 
of rapidly extending their operations. 

As the work advanced, the church, 
now in process of formation, became ex- 
posed to increasing persecution. The pa- 
triarch at Constantinople, who was polit- 
ical head of his nation, got alarmed. 
Anathemas and persecutions were the 
consequence, Some were bastinadoed, 
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sticks being broken on their naked feet; 
others were imprisoned on false preten- 
ces; the shops and houses of many were 
forcibly closed, and their goods and furni- 
ture thrown into the streets; wives were 
forced to separate from their husbands; 
parents to disinherit their children. Let- 
ters were sent also to the provinces by 
the Turkish government, to aid the cler- 
gy in bringing heretics to order. Not till 
1847 were these persecutions discontin- 
ued, when, through the influence of Sir 
Stratford Canning, now Lord Stratford 
de Redcliffe, who has always taken a 
warm interest in these missions, an impe- 
rial decree was issued, recognizing the na- 
tive Protestants as an independent com- 
munity. In 1853 a firman was published 
by the Sultan, addressed to the civil agent 
of the Protestants and promulgated 
throughout the country, placing them on 
an equality with other Christian bodies. 

Aftera long period of persecution, the 
first Monday of January, 1840, was ob- 
served asa day of special humiliation, 
fasting and prayer through all the stations. 
It was a season of deep interest, and soon 
the persecution began to relax, and mul- 
titudes were received into the church. 
Dr. Dwight relates the following fact 
connected with this period:—“One of the 
priests who had not yet retired froni the 
office of the priesthood, though his con- 
science was by no means quiet on the sub- 
ject, resolved to be faithful to the souls of 
the people committed to his care, so long 
as he retained this relation to them. Be- 
fore Easter, according to custom, they 
came to him to confess their sins, to the 
number of nearly or quite five hundred. 
After he had heard what they had to say, 
he addressed them as follows :—* And now, 
my good people, I have no power to ab- 
solve youfromsin. You must goto Christ 
for that; and until you have become ree- 
onciled to God, and feel that you have 
his forgiveness, you must not dare to 
come to the table of the Lord.’ Nor was 
he a respecter of persons. One of the 
richest and most influential bankers-in 
Constantinople belonged to his church, 
and in fact contributed most that was 


1867.] 


raised for the priest’s support. Agreea- 
bly to his custom, this distinguished indi- 
vidual requested that the communion 
might be administered to him on a sepa- 
rate occasion, and in preparation for it, 
he went privately to the priest for con- 
fession. Our brother, nothing daunted, 
said to him, ‘This is a matter that lies be- 
tween your own soul and God. I cannot 
give you absolution, but can only direct 
you where you can obtain it. You have 
sinned, and unless you truly repent, you 
must not come and partake of the Lord’s 
Supper. You must first go and be rec- 
onciled to God, and with repentance, and 
true faith in Jesus Christ, come to the 
Lord’s table.’ The banker went away 
with aconscience so troubled that he could 
not make up his mind to partake of the 
sacrament, although he had probably nev- 
er omitted it before at this season, since 
he came to years of discretion. The num- 
ber of inquirers steadily increased, and 
indeed nearly all who called upon the mis- 
sionaries came for the avowed purpose 
of religious conversation.” 


The mission became now the centre of 
a deep and wide-spread movement. The 
description of this is taken from the same 
interes‘ing narrative. “The year 1841 
opened with many indications that a 
thorough reformation was going forward 
in the Armenian community. A very 
marked difference was observed in the 
general style of preaching in the Arme- 
nian churches at the capital. The var- 
tabeds had learned that church legends 
and ‘old wives’ fables’ would no longer 
satisfy their hearers. There was a grow- 
ing desire to study the Scriptures, and a 
disposition to compare every doctrine and 
practice with the written word; and this 
could not with safety be disregarded. It 
was not an uncommon thing to hear of 
sermons on repentance, on the Sabbath, 
on the judgment-day, &c.,altogether based 
upon the Bible ; and in some instances, we 
were cognizant of thefact that the preach- 
ers borrowed largely from our own pub- 
lications for their materials. Indeed, we 
had repeated applications to furnish mat- 
ter directly for sermons, for one of the 
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most respectable vartabeds in Constanti- 
nople. Another of the vartabeds went 
so far even as to combat the prevailing 
error of substituting Mary and the saints 
as mediators for Christ, declaring that the 
name of Christ is the only one given 
under heaven, among men, whereby we 
can be saved. These things were entire- 
ly new and strange, and indicative of a 
change in the feelings of the people, if 
not in the opinions and character of their 
teachers. As the reformation advanced, 
instances of pungent conviction for sin, 
and astrong and deep apprehension of 
spiritual things, became more common 
than had before been noticed. One old 
man, of sixty perhaps, who had long at- 
tended our preaching, and was quite in- 
firm, one day said to me, ‘I have nearly 
finished my pilgrimage ; I cannot remain 
here much longer.’ I replied that it mat- 
ters little how soon we go, provided we 
are prepared. ‘Yes,’ he replied, bursting 
into tears, ‘but I am not prepared ; I feel 
that I am not prepared.’ Another man 
of about forty-five was suddenly awak- 
ened and converted. Very few cases 
have I ever seen, where the truth took a 
stronger hold of a man’s mind. He said 
with emphasis, ‘I have been a great sin- 
ner, but I hope God has had mercy upon 
me, through the mercy of Jesus Christ. 
I used to fear death, but now, thanks to 
God, this fear is removed ; I feel that I 
am Christ’s, and that when I die, I shall go 
to be with Him.’ Another individual, 
who, having been guilty of some flagrant 
sins, had fallen into a state of despair in 
regard to himself, was induced to come 
and hear our Armenian preaching. Af- 
ter having been present three times sue- 
cessively, he sought a private interview, 
and unburdened his almost bursting heart. 
He said, ‘I was in despair, but now I begin 
to hope there may be mercy even for me. 
Tell me, What must Ido to be saved?’ 
These are given as examples of what was 
rather frequently witnessed in those days. 
Some who had been drunkards, gamblers, 
and adulterers, and some even who had 
been downright infidels, became the sub- 
jects of an entire change, and, through 
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the wonderful grace of God, they were 
washed and sanctified, and enabled to ex- 
hibit, in a high degree, that humility, pu- 
rity, spirituality and Christian zeal, which 
are the fruits of the Spirit alone. Many 
of those who were without were con- 
strained to speak of the change as most 
wonderful, and to them unaccountable. 
The converted brethren, also, with scarce- 
ly an exception, appeared to be. growing 
in grace, and in the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ ; and their piety did not expend 
itself in closet meditation and secret pray- 
er. An active zeal for the salvation of 
others was one of its most striking charac- 
teristics. The number of female inquir- 
ers interested in religion was slowly in- 
creasing, although, from the customs of 
Oriental society, neither the missionaries 
nor the native brethren could have free 
access to them.” 

This movement in 1842 extended spe- 
cially tothem. “Among the encouraging 
indications of the present time was a very 
marked increase of interest in religious 
inquiry among the females. Hitherto, 
the important elemené of female influence 
had been in a great measure wanting in 
the reformation. The cause of this was 
two-fold; first, the extreme ignorance and 
consequent bigotry of the female portion 
of the population, there never having been 
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the least provision for their education ; 
and, secondly, the difficulty of our getting 
access to them, and of their availing them- 
selves, even when disposed, of the privi- 
leges of the gospel, owing to the peculiar 
customs of society in the East respecting 
the seclusion of women. The priests of 
the church, from their official character 
as confessors, have free access to the fe. 
males of the community ; and they being 
always, of necessity, married men, no dif- 
ficulty is felt in regard to it. Our pious 
priests were not backward in availing 
themselves of this privilege : and chietly 
through their instrumentality, in the 

1842 and 1843, several of the Armenian 
females became deeply interested in relig- 
ious concerns, and some few gave evi- 
dence of being truly converted. From 
that time they began to form a part of 
our regular visitors, and the way of access 
among them became more and more open. 
Some few became regular attendants at 
the preaching service in the Seminary. 
About the same time I opened a week-day 
service in Armenia, exclusively for fe- 
males; and although few attended at 
first, yet it was evidently productive of 
some immediate good, besides being an im- 
portant means of throwing open to Chris- 
tian culture this important part of our 
missionary field.”—Christian Work. 
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ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


The fifty-third annual meeting of the American Baptist Missionary Union will be 
held in Chicago, Ill., on Tuesday, May 28, 1867, at 10 o'clock, A. M. The annual 
sermon will be preached by Rev. D. Read, LL.D., of Illinois, or by Rev. Thomas 


Armitage, D.D., of New York, his alternate. 


Lawrence, Mass., March 16th, 1867. 


G. W. Boswortna, Rec. Sec. 


In accordance with a provision of the Constitution, the fifty-third annual meeting 
of the Board of Managers of the A. B. M. Union will be held in Chicago, IIl., im- 
mediately after the final adjournment of the meeting of the Union, which con- 


venes on Tuesday, May 28. 
Burlington, Iowa, March 16th, 1867. 


G. J. Jounson, Rec. Sec. 


Donatrons.—It has been found necessary to delay the printing of Donations re- 
ceived in March, until the June number of the Magazine. 


